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| HONOVRABLE, AND 


vertuous Lady, Alice, Countelle 
of Darby, Strange, Le Knocking, 
Vice-Counteſle of Kinzton, ec. 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE, 
Z2— He 1:port and ſplendour of your Vertues 


\ fended, my aucty may excuſe , it being 
Religion to pay moſt bomage unto thoſe 
ſhrines which moſt Vertues have erefted, cy Fame ſo lond- 
ly celebrating your praiſes , it were ſome reb2ll10n in nee 
nor to attend, or infidelity nt to believe ber Story, wich 
' pronounceth you the Mirrour and Bleſi'ng of this 
| Aze, to bee as great 4 wonder as an exampic to Poſterity, 


(3 eminent in all your ations which as they are advanced 


| by your Greatneſſe, ſo they are crowned by your Goodm(ſſe , 
| Goodneſſe it ſclfe being ſo habitual unto you that it ſeem:1 
ſhe is become even your na'ure, and may be called as much 
| yOur COMPIexION 45 your practice, 


WO THER 1GHE 
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PS haue encouraged mee to preſent theſe 
E336 Papers into your honourable hand, in 
s which , what my preſumption hath of- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


T his s that which hath invited me to the Dedicati 
| on of thi Treatiſe to ycur Honour , for to whom more 
6 1hily could I preſent it t/ en to you, whoſe life is 4 com- 
 mentariecn it , making Re/ieton not your afſectation, but 
' your moſt ſevere imployment, and the excellence of your 
' jpirit, althouch it workes you to 4 novler height thin our 
| arlier facultics can attaine unto,ytt rve hught of your Ho- 
 ronr is flill the humility of your ertue, an it is the laſt 
| of your praiſes wot to affect thrw, Thu | have received 
from the meuth of Fame, which 1 ar/iue» not to your eaves, 
bu' tothe truth of your Story, which parallels your love | 
to Learning with the nobleneſſe of your ether Vertnues, 
| and preferres your love wnts Relizion abone them. Vouch- 
' ſafe then, Right Honourable,ts accept thu Treatiſe, not 
| #nworthy of ſo Noble a Patrenaze, and if my devotion 

to your Honour can winne on your Good veſſe to pardon my 
' Preſumption, the excellence of the Subject ſhall winne 
; 99) your Iudgement to entertaine the Treatiſe, in which 

there 1s no other erronur to be found, but that it is preſen- 
ted 10 the World, and Tou, by thu rude hand of 
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| Your Honours moſt 

| humbly deuoted 


| 
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The ranſlatour to 


the Readers. 


entertaine you, Or CACOUtage you ; 
thetitle it ſcif 1s cloquent enough, 
yerCuſtome expecterth that ſome: 


1:,& the Whon and it were un- 


manne:ly beſides, at my firſt comming abroad,to. 
p:ellc into youracquaintance without {aluting you. | 
| Asthere 8 nothing then more cxcelicnt than this. 
Subject ; {o r12re 15 no man that cold diſcourſe on 


it more excclien'l,, then rhe Author, the Author 


abounding with the Subject, and dircting theun- | 
derſtanding tothat knowledge by which he wrote 
it, The Atheiſt m ay here learnc as well how to. 


worſhip asto bclievea Deity, and reading the me- 
tho: le of his wiſedome inthe Characters of Na- 
rare, may as well be convinced by Reaton as Reti- 
(gion. The Epicure c may acknowledge the looſe 
[1mplety of his 1dol! plcaſurcs, and engaged in 


| more holy and high devotions may performe No |}. 


| Morc homage to his pu:five God, The Recuſant 
| may perceive that Heaven iz not to be bribed by 
his merites or his money, but may here finde his 
; ſalvation more cheape, ar.d certaine, The Treatilc 

is but ſmall, but what wants in the yolnme 1s ſup- 


Þ His Ireatiſe nceds not a Preface to | 


thing ſhould be ſpoken of the ſub- 


EE: A _ plyee ; 


—_— a CO—_— © ©— 
_ oO. — * 4 now 0 — — -_<CO_——_—_—— 


| Tothe Reader. | 
| , : | 
| 


a A Ae er Ir io oe 


-CO—_ coormw”@.- _ 
- _—— —_—— wo oe — . 


1 


| plyed in the Subject: it was borne inthc Engliſh 
aire, though not in the Englith rogue, this 1s the | 
Fate of Bookes to be eloquent at firitzand ro ſpeake | 
in variety of tongues, the diycrſt:y of languages 
being by them promote into ablctiing, and they | 
 ſeeme like ſo many in{pr:ations,and to be Prophets | 
of that knowledge which our underſtandings all 
ſhall enzoy hereafter, This then Dcing ſo expert in | 
other languages, it was pitty mc thought it ſhould 
; want his own,and had only the power to per{wade | 
me tothis work attended witha dcfire which I had! 
' by the impaiting 6: our Authors knowledge to im- 
; prove your OWNC, 2 detire which (where they are | 
legible in carneſt) can cxcule ab/urdities, and even | 
ſanRify the Errours ; but I write an Epiſtle, not| 
an Apology , and am neither doubtfull of mine! 
 owne integrity,or indulgent to the taults of others, 
whom I am fo farre from flattcring, that I mutt! 
pronounce to excule thei ts a {acriledge, and to; 
conccale them the lowdeit Alander, theſe are they 
who with impurc hands doe tranflate themſclyes 
into their Authors papers, and deprived of their 
| native glories, doc preſent them to the world in 
| their owne deformitics ; they diſguiſe their beau- 
tics in thoſe accents they would advance them, as 
if our language was either too dull or too ſtubborn 
to expreſſe them, and Eloquence was onely con- 
; ined unto France; nay, ſodelicate is thcir impu- 
| dence, that it attempteth only the choyceſt Excel- 
| lencies, and the rareſt of Authors have the leaſure 
|to repent their miſerable Eloquence : but ſuch is 
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p | To the Reader. © | | 
| the vertuc and the happineſſe of learning,that ftrom| 
| hence ſhee hath receiv'd incouragements, it being] 
| an addition to her glory to be admir'd by all ; and | 
| being praisd by Ignorance, from the mouth of | 
| her enemy ſhe becomes more truitfull. The Sunne | 
' forbeares not to impart his beames becauſe they | 
' draw up clouds, which doe as much obſcure his 
| beauty, as expreſle his power, and theſe lights of 
' Learning continue (till their illuminating influen- 
ces, though thoſe guilty ſhaddowes doe invade 
them, and conſcious of the vertue that did attract 
them, they doe rather forgive then ſuppreſl* their 
ſplendour. Burthe workes of this our Author be-| 
'ingas rich in ſubſtance as in beauty, are able ro 
carry their owne ſtrength and light through all the 
 defes of arude Interpreter , this piece onely of 
all his Labours lay almoſt forgotten, and hid from 
obſervation, which being ſer forth by ſo divine a 
| hand,and in ſuch perfect colours, I thought it ſome 
religion in me to draw the curtaine, and to preſent | 
it to the publike view, wherein it I have fatisfyed | 
' you, it ſhall be new honour unto me, thar ] have | 
fulfill'd with all the defire of goodneſſe, which | 


| is to communicate her ſelte, and obeyd her incli- 
| Nat10as as 
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Rrours are all bat privarions : the Tranſlators ab 
lence, and the Printers haſt, gave theſe leave to ap- 
veare, which their revie whath thus called in : 


Pag.3, tin. x. for jy. gan. pag.g. lin. 12. for W- 
cenſed, r, infenſed. pap. 6, {n.9. tor the great, ». thc 
ſo great. par. >, /w. 2. for DDevill,y. Devilis, pag- 14, 
lin, 25. r. when addicted, p.o, 15, /, 25. r, doe difter. 
pay. 16, in. 25.7. and tumuits. pag. 19.11. 15. for v2: 
7, U'p8, PAT.J2, (8-;, 2, [67 another, Re the other, *b: {. 1.6. 
es | 
for tote”, theſe, P40. JF» {111, 2. for preſle, ry, KnO\y- 

SB. mon , ” | 

ledge. wid, lin. 1. for lazy 7.usky. par. 55, lin, 6, for 
{qua1 cs," {qQuare. PAT. 68, liv 9. for collet, Y. draw. 


| page77, 11. I8. for le ſpace, r.Veſpace, /ix.21, for voire, 
E Fa YOIIs 
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Lightei faults there are too, which as your eve en- 
counters , are left unto your goodnefle, either to corre 
them, or excuſe them, 
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THE K NO VW LEDGE 
OF GOD. 


= \{ yn a] the viſible Workes of 

8 WEO God ; Man hath the preceden. | 

"INE: Ws cie ; Inman that part is of prea- | 

Y AETE N teſt excellence which is called 

VEAAVD! the Soule, for a body is com-' 

| mon to us with Beaſts, but a 
ſoule withAngels, 

Now ſeeing there are many faculties of the 
Soule, that is of greateſt dignity, which 1s called 
| the Mind or Vnderſtanding ; ſor ir gives light un- | 
tothe Will, and fitting ar the Helme doth ſteere' 
and guide the affections, from whence it is called | 
| of the Greekes 3 5y4worixzy the Regent or the Em- | 
| preſle. | 
| The principall ornament and perfeRion of 
this Vndcrſtanding is the knowledge of the Truth, 
which is ſo affeted to the Mind as light unto the 
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4. But not the knowledge ic of ©\ ery Truth makes 
the Vnderſianding lo exact, as the knowlcige of | 
thoſethings that are moſt high and perte; among 
which, ſince itisnot tobe expreſt by what a tran. 
cendent diftance God excells,ir evidently tollow- 

| cththat the true knowledge of God is the moſt ab- ' 
| (vlute perfeRion of the Mird: torſec ing thc know- 
| !?dge of the Truth is the ſame to the Vndcrſtan- 
| ' ding, as light is to the cyc, itis evident that by the | 
| true "knowledge of God the Vnderſtanding is moſt | 
|  accomp "iſhed, ſince that God is the Fountaine of 
| | Light, the Father of [Hluminations, nay Light it. 
ſelte; in compariſon of whom the ſplendor of the, 
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Sunne i 1s neercr darkencfIc. 
| 5. | But againe, notcvery knowledge of God Joth 
accompliſh or illuſtrate the Vnderſtanding ; , bur 
' only that which revealed by God himſclfe is con-! 
tained in his Word : *For as we doc not behold the | 
| Sunne 1n the ſame manner as we doe other things, 
for other things are diſcerned by the light of the | 
| Sunne, but tl:e Sunne illuſtratcs himſelfc unto us 
by his owne light, So God cannnot bee knowne | 
| butby his proper Light, and unleſle he be pleaſed | 
to infuſe into our Soules the true knowledge of | 
P—_ 
6. /ut before wee ſettle our Meditation on this ; | 

Fer of God which is revcaled in his Word, 

1t will bee a labour worth the obſcrvation to cx- 
preſl- how farre humane reaſon, having norelati- 
= tothe Word of God, can advance it felte ; for 
| this is no flugeiſh MeCit ation , ard from hence 
orcat 


of GoD 
o:eat lichr of reRifyed Reaſon ſhines, from hence | 
o:car knowledze of Divine wiſzdome ſpringeth 
forth. Betorz therfore we enter into the Chancel] 
of this Temple, it will be profitable awhilz to ſtay 
in the Courts thereof, where no little ſplendor 
doth appcare, and where God hach left no obſcure 
repreſcatations of his pawer and his Wiſedome : 
tor ſo will weaſcend by m2thod and degrees tothe 
Doftrine of the Church, that it may appeare how 
much the Church doth differ. from the Lyceum, 
how much the Schoole of Chrift doth cxcell th. 
' Schooles of the Philoſophers, how much the Re 
velation of God doth overcome the relation and 
Capacity of Man. 
That in all men there is inhcrent ſome appre- | 7- | 
henſion of a God, by exp2rience and the teſtimony 
of all ages it is manifeſt, among whoin there is 
none ſo wild or barbarous that hath not received | 
ſome forme of Religion,and that eſtabliſhed under 
| moſt grievous puniſhments: for this is not a writ- 
ten but a native Law, to which we are not taught, 
| but made, not inſtructed by precepts, but by the 
| principles of Nature ; from whence it comes, that 
'1n the moſt unreclaimed there is a remorſe of Con- 
ſcience, which ſummons their guilts, and drawes 
them (though unwilling)to the Tribunall of God, ! 
cauſing the prophaneſt wretch to tremble with | 
horrour at the almighty Indgement ; Snetonizes re- 
porteth of Caligals , that thus hee was heard - 
threaten 1upzter., | 
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Vnto the Land of Greece will I 
Thee a confined Bond-man tye. 
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Thou Father 7ove of allthe Gods 
The moſt pernicious art by ods. 


Yet as often as he heard it thunder, he ſought out 
holes wherein to hide him from his fearcs, and 
| wakened from ſecurity, ſtartled atthe apprehenſi- 
| on of the revenging God: for every one, as hee is | 
(moſt abandoned to vice, ſo at the ſhaking of a leafe, 
lorif 


He would often alſo rehearſe that in Howcr of Ae- 


| . + . 
nelaus encountring with Pars : | 


j 


' 


| 
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| Virides rubum dimovere Lacerte, 
| Et coral genibus tremit, 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


The Lizards greene but move the bramble, 
e1n his heart and knees doth tremble. | 


| | Hence it 1s, that we obſerve wicked men, who in | 
| | the courſe of proſperiry had ſhaken off all thought 
that there was a God,in ſuddendangers to cry out, | 

'O God, and to fly to his aſſiſtance whom prophanc- | 
ly they deſpiſed , and ſurely theſe words fall from | 
them unpremeditate, it being an acknowledgement 
that in ſuddaine apprehenſion of cxtremitics is for- 
ced from them by viRorious Nature. 


9. | Nay Idolatry it ſelte the more abſurd.it is; and 
| _ more addiccd to vaine inventions , the morc 


evidently | 


of QoD. R-# 

' evidently it declares that there is planted in Man | * I | 
\ by Nature a knowledge of Divinitic,a knowledge | 
' that muſt needs ſit deepe within him,and through- t | 
' 

| 


ly be imprinted ; when Man a creature of glory, 
doth chooſe rather to debaſe himſelfe beneath the 
| beaſts, to worſhip Stocks and Stones ; and from 
his naturall hight of pride to ſubmit himſelfeto 
the vileſt of things, then to acknowledge at all 
no deity ; ncither could they who invented thoſe 
monſters of gods, hane eyer found men ſo prone: 
unto obedience, had they not incountred with 
' minds already incenſ{ed with the perſwaſion of a 
God, from which perſwaſton there ariſeth an in- 
Cination to relig10n, 

Neverthelefle, to come to the knowledge of | 10. 
God, the vulgar tread in one path, the Philoſo- 
phers in another,the vulgar rowling his eyes about 
the Vniverſe with admiration doth contemplate 
the hxcd ſeaſons of theyearc, the beauty and ope- 
, ration of the Sunne , the Ebb and flowing of the 
; Sea, the weight of the Eatth hanging inthe ayre, 
| and by the becks thereof compated into a Globe, ( 
and balanced with equall weights. 
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| Defetius Solis varios, Luneque labores, 

| Vnde tremor terrs, qua Vi maria alta tumeſcant, 
 Objicibus ruptss, rur ſumque in ſeipſareſidant, | 
| Luidtantum Oceanoproperent ſe tingere Soles, 

 Hiberni,vel qua tardus mora noctibws objict. 


The fainting Sun, the Moone in labour oft;(alofr, 
The Earthquakes birth, what mounts the Deepes 
| B 3 Their) = 
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knowen by daily cxperience, how great and hurt- | 


tullrhe power of the Devill is, how they raiſe up. 
:empels, ſend forth diſcaſes, tranforme men intv | 
Wolues, tranſport Groues'and Corne (which Pl;- | 


ay reporteth to haue happened in the PR 0- 
VINCE of Marrxcta, ) how they affrighrmen 


with viſions, and with perplexing Oracles illude | 
roſe that craue their counſell, and entangle them | 


in crrours : Surely mankind cxpoſed to the inju- 


 riesof {0 many inviſible enemies, ſhould hauepe- 


— —O— _ 


riihe2d; nay and the fabricke of the Worlditſelfe 


would haue diſſolv'd,did notthele Spirits depend 
on the becke of a ſupreamer powe1, who bridles 


their rage, and barres them up in the limits of his 


cternall Providence. 


Theſe are but obvious and careles obſervati- 


ons , which fall into the vulgar,cven not mindfyll 
of them : But the Philoſophers to the true knouw - 
ledge of God haue gone the higher way ; torthey 


make the n bonds and links with Demonſtrations, + 


by which they ſo chaine the underſtandings,that 
they draw from them what they will. 

Ariſtotle wrote cightbookes of naturall Philo- 
ſophy,the fixclaſt whereot containe no other ſub- 
jet but of Motion onely and the affeRions of it: 


Bur the laſt doth.end inthe firſt Moover, in him 
who is immoueablc,tor ſeeing all things that haue 


motion are moved by ſome one thing, aad that 
againe by anotheri,and ſo forward : 'Inthis chainc 
of things motionary wee cannot proceedto what 
iSinfinite, but- wee muſt needs ſtay at one firſt 
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” XD Moover, | 
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| Mo over, who al: hoin 2h hee moue all thing 2s, is | 
 hiouelte 1m ucable. Even ſo in the body of 
Man , th joynrs are moved by the Arteries, the 
arteries Ya the {innewes, the ſinnewes by the pi. 
'rirs animall , the Spirits aaimall by rhe Spirits vi- 
tall, the Sp: rits vitall by the {oule, which is not | | 
moved but by Accident, or by Another, thar is, | 
; by the motion of anerher, as Wiſedome wal. 
| kethina wiſe man, or as tc Governoaur of athip 
fitting at the helme doch fo reſt, that notwithſan- 
ding by the motion of the ſhip hee 15 moved him- 
| {elfe. Burif there be any thing that mones 1: 1elfe, 
| it muſt bee compounded of parts, and one part 
| muſt bee moved of another: Putrthe Firſt Be: ing 
muſt needs be moſt purely ſimple,and not compo- | 
| 


— 
— 
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{ed of parts. k 

| Belidesitis cafic to bee feene by evident de- 

| mon{trarion, thatin the order of Efficient cauſes 

tis ;.mpoſſible to proceed unto what 1s infinite, 

 forif there was no chiefe and primary Cauſe,there 

| would be no ſecond, nor any thirdCauſe; and fo | 

' of the reſt, fo that by this meanes, there would bc, | 
| 


i9, 


| no Cauſe at all ; befides wee ſhould never arrir e 

unto the laſt effect for before wee could travaile 
to it, infinite Cauſes mu'* be gone over , now that , | 
| is infinite which cannor bee vonethrough, and of | 
/ which as there is no beginning , ſo there 15 no | 
| ending, | | 
Neither doe the divers degrees of Goodne"e | | 
and wiſedome (by which 'Anecls are better and | 20- | 
| 


wiſer then men, and men themſclues differ among | 
t C them: 
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| Their barres being broke, calny”d by what powre 
| they runne 

Backe to themſelues; what makes the Wintcrs ſun 
3 ' $9 ſoone into the Occan diue, W hat ſtay 
| | In ſummerkeepes the tardy Night away. 


" 
. 


1:. | Hee wonders at the perpetuall glidings of the 
| ſtreames, thegrowth and vertueof the Plants, at | 
the divers formcs of living creatures, at their mo- | 
tions, their inclinations and inſtin&s. Finally at | 
the great perfection of the Vniverſe, that the par-| 
ticular parts thereof are impediments to the con- 

' templation of the whole : As inanunfeld Wood, 
' the particular hight of every tree woull bee re- | 
| markable, were not the whole Forreſt feene to be | 
| 


* Ares oo tO OAT:  OOARRG—— - 
— 


of an equall highr, There is ſcarce therefore any | 
\ ſo ſtrongly dull , who obſerving theſe will 
' not acknowledge their Author, and value with 
' himſelfe the greatnefle of the Workeman by the | 
| excellence of the Worke. 
| ' If any Manſhould behold a Library well fur- 
' niſhr, in which the ſhelues are faire, and well ſer | 
| up, the booksrankt in order, all things are kept 

neate, and bruſht, and handſome. Is it credible 
that any man can hee ſo ſottiſh, as to conceive that 
' this came done by chance, and will not rather im- 
| pute it to.the induſtry of Man : for Confufion 
| 


comes by chance , but Order is by Induftry. Burt 
there is no Library ſo aptly digeſted, ſo full, ſo 
beautifull, that'may:any wayes compare with the 
pertefion and firuture of :the fabricke of the 


_ World, 
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; barbarous men with ſome touch of divinity,Uraw- 


ledge of himieclte by theſe cumbe Maſters, Pad. 


' the Firmament jheweth his handy Workes : For 
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' | of conſcience which gaule even the moſt obdu- 
' rate with ſecret tortures; for this is a confeſſion 
| of good authority , whereby men profefſe that 


| 
| 


| alfoſhake and ſcatter on the ground ; but will-the 
; Characters {o aptly fall, or will there be fo fine an 


Oration fo polite, no Verſe compoſed with ſo 


of MoD. 
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World. A man may carry inthe skirt of his OATre 
ment a promiſcuous number of Printers Cha- 
racers, which his garment being ſhaken; hee may 


Dm. 


— —_ 


induſtry in the Chance, that ſome elegant verſes 
or neate OQration may be reade 7 Surely there is no 


much art, that may any wayecs parallel the Artifice 
and Beauty of the World. 
This is the firſt way , whereby God affects even 


| —_— — _ 


ing cycn the perverſeſt underſtanding to a know- 


19. The Heavens acclare the glory of God , and 


the inviſible things of him from the creation of | 


| the World are.clearely ſeene,being underttood by | 


the things that are made, even his power and di- | 

vinity. | 
Adde unto theſc the naturall preſervations and | 

the ſeedes of honeſty and cquity,and thoſe pricks | 


| they acknowledge a Tudge to whom accounts are 
tobegiven, and who doth Jooke into their man- 
nersand their ations. | 
Neither doe the Devils and malignant Spirits 
conduce a little to imprint in our minds a deepe 
perſwaſion that there is a God; for ſeeing it is | 
 knowen 
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| knowen by daily cxperience, howgreat and hurt- : 
| full the power of the Devill is, how they raiſe up 
| | :empeits, ſend forth diſeaſes, tranforme men into 
| \ Wolues, tranſport Groues and Corne (which Pl:- 
ay reporteth to haue happened in the PR 0- 
| | VINCE of Marrxcia, ) how they affrightmen 
| with viſions, and with perplexing Oracles illude 
| 

| 

| 


thoſe that crave their counſell, and entangle them | 
in crrours: Surely mankind expoſed to the inju. | 
riesof {o many inviſible enemies, ſhould hauepe-. 
rithed ; nay and thefabricke of the Worlditſelfe 
would haue diſſolv'd,did notthele Spirits depend 
on the becke of a ſupreamer powe1, who bridles 
their rage, and barres them up inthe limits of his 
cternall Providence. 
16. Theſe: are but obvious and careles obſervati- 
ons, which fall into the valgar,cven not mindfull 
| of them : But the Philoſophers to the true know - 
{edge of God haue gone the higher way ; torthey. 
make the n bonds and links with Demonſtrations, 
by which they ſo chaine the underſtandings,that 
they draw from them what they will. 

Ariſtotle wrote cight bookes of naturall Philo- 
ſophy,the fixclaſt whereot containe no other (ub- 
jet but of Motion onely and the affeRions of it: 
But the Jaſt doth. end inthe firſt Moover, in him 
whois immoueable,for ſecing all things that haue 
motion are moved by tome one thing, and that | 
| againe by atiother, and ſo forward : '[nthis chainc | 
| of things motionary wee cannot procecdto what 
| | isinfinite, but wee mult needs ſtay at one firſt | 


— Moover, 
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IM over, * who al: h oh h ee moue all things, i5 
: hin lte Wong ucable, Even fo in the body of 
Man, th- joynrs are moved by the Artcrics, the 
arteries bo: rhe finnewes, the f1innewes by the \pt- 
rirs aniall , the Spirits aaimall by rhe Spirits vi- 
'rall , the Sp! rits vitall by the ſoule, which is not | 
moved but by Accident, or by Anorher, th ar's, 
by the motion of anc her : 18 Wiſedome wat. 
| kethina wiſe man, or astic Governour of athip 
litting at the helme doh fo reſt, that notwithſtan- 
| ding by the motion of the ſhip hee 15 moved him-. 
 {elfe. Burif there be any thing that mones i: {elfe, 
| it muſt bee compounded of parts , and one part 
| muſt bee moved of another: 6s Firſt Being 
muſt needs be moſt purely (1mple,and not compo- 
{ed of parts. 
Belides it is ealtc to bee feenc by « vident d?- 
' mon{tration, thatin the order of Efficient cauſes 
Iris ;mpoſſible to proceed unto what is infinite 
for if there was no chiefe and primary Cauſethere 
| would be no ſecond, nor any third Cauſe; and ſo. 
of the reſt, ſo that by this meanes, there would be, 
'no Cauſc at all ; befides wee ſh: ud never arriue | 
unto the laſt effect for before wee could travaile 
'ro it, infinite Cauſes mu'* be gone over , now rhat | 
/8 infinite which cannot bce vonethrough, and of 
which as there is no beginning, ſo there is no 
| ending... 
Neither doe the divers degrecs of Goodne” e\ 
and wiſedome (by which Angcls are better and | 


witcr then men, and men themſclues differ among 
| \ fi | them-/ 
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themſclues) availe a little to the knowledge of 
' God andof divine perte&ion : For this Axiome 
| doth ſtand unſhaken, that qualities (ſuppolc Heate 
' or Whiteneſle ) are more or lefſe imperfect accor- 
ding as thcy are neerer Or farther off from the So- 
 vcraigne degree of perfeftion, or arc diſtant tram | 
' the chicke degree of Heate or Whiteneſle : A- | 
mong creatures therefore that is the better which | 
' commmerth molt neere to the chiete or primary 
Goodneiſe; Butthis Soveraigne Goodnellc, what 
is it elſe but God who is Goodnefle it ſelte, For 
as inthe order of cffhicient caules, ſo in degrees of 
Vertue and Perte&ion, there can be no proceden- 
cieto what is infinite , but it muſt needs be that 
there muſt be ſome chiefte and primary Perte&tion. 
Adde againe to this , what all the World confel. | 
ſcth,that it is impoſſible that any thing ſhould make | 
i ſelfe, for ifany thing could make it (elfe, wee muſt | 
; neceſſarily then concludeit , to hauc beene, before 
| | it was;for to doe,doth preſuppoſe to be: fince ther- | 
| fore the heaven could not forme it ſelfe, ir muſt bee 
| formed by ſomeoneelſe, who mult truely be both 
| of Soveraigne Power, and of infinite Wiſedome, | 
| for to ſo great a worke, he had neither patterne 
; whereby to 1mitate,no materialls ready wherewith 
| to worke , nor Tourneymaa to kelpe him. For if 
theſe had then beene, it would beeagaine deman- 
| ded who had created him , his Matter or his Men, 
who had indued them with abilities aste ſet for- 
ward God,and helpe him in his worke ; So that of 
| neceſlity we muſt (tay at ſome one, who wanteth 
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not theayde of any , and from whom all things. 
are, who ſecing thar of nothing hee hath made all | 
things , cannot but bee of an Infinite Power, ſince 
from Nothing to Something, there is an infinite | 
'diſproportion ; tor ſottiſhly profane is that ridi- | 
culous infolence of the Epicure Yelliue, who,in the | 
| firſt Booke of Cicero, Of the Nature of the Gea , | 
 deriding the Creation, demandeth what was the 
foundation, what were the rooles , what were the 
| Leavers, who were the Apprentices, in ſo great 
| a worke, 


| Beſides the Miſtery of Numbers convinceth | 22. 
' plainely, that there was a beginning of the World, | 
| and therevpon, that it was created by God , for | 
every Number arifeth from vnity, when therefore | | 
dayes are numbred , 1t muſt needes bee that there | 
was one firſt Day , and therevpon one firſt Con- | 
verſion of the heaven , for there is no number 
infiaite in Act, neithercantherebee Dayes infinite | 
| in number, for if any number were infinite, the ; 
| number of ten, would infinitely fill vp that infinite | 
| number , from whence it would follow , that five | 
would ariſe no oftnerthen ten, and that one halfe 
would bee no lefſe then twice as much, nay, in 
that infinite number there would beas many tcanes 
as vaityes , which ſurely cannot ſtand together, 
and imply a contradiction. 
Beſides the terme of life and proportions of 23 
men ſo much contracted in reſpe& of the vigour 
and the Stature of our forctathers,doe not ob{curc- | 


ly teftific, that there was one firſt Man , and one. 
C 2 _primary' 
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| primary perfe&ion, from which by ſtaires Gencra- 


tions haue deſcended, forthe Diminution of things 


' cannot bee infinite : tor ſhould wic runne them 


over in the Ages paſt vato Intinie, wee hould at 


I:ngth advance Man vnto a Stature higher then 


1caven it {cltc. 

The Scope of allthis, is, that by Argumcn:s 
Lorrowed from the light of humane Reaſon, al- 
thoveh but clouded and dusky , wee may teach, 


that as the became: of Light thed over all the 
| World doe flow from one b ginning, namely the 
' Sunne, and as Numbcrs procecde all from. vnity, 


and in the body of Man as all the Artcrycs and 
Vitall facultyes, proccede from one heart, fo every 
Pcing duth depend ard is ſuſtained by one Chicte 


..and Soveraigne Becing,, who ſhould hee withold, ; 


or but withdraw his Verrue, and his Influence, All 
tings preſently would diflolue and returne into | 
their ancient Nothing ; No othe: wile than it the | 
Sunne bcing taken from vs, whatſoever there 1s of | 
[ ijohe would beetvined into Dat kencile, = | 
KT xy ee Fi 1 ! 4-7 y | 1 
Now if atty ſhould demand what moved God 
'© put his hand vrto this Worke , the an{iyer. is 


'reacy , For Ged maceall things for himſctte, and 


| 
[ 


was mucucd with no other, confdcraiion than. 
with his owne Loue: .Fqr Gods npt oncly4he + 
cthcient Ceuſe of all things butthe, finaltally, as | 
the Apoſtle witreſicth- ig the ſccond of the: He- | 
brewes, where hce alledgeth. , that God. is, for | 
whom and by whom all things are :. All thjnos are 

W127 HL Wo | 710 143 1 oO 19 | 
for God, as hee isthe Endof all things. and, moſt-| 
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of God. : | 
| 


Good: all things are by God, 2s hee isthe efficient! 
Cauſe of a!l things and mot great ;-Deleru: diy 
thcreforc doe wee title God Moſt Good , Molt 
Great , but fir{t moſt os be fore moſt Great : 
for hee is moſt Good as hee isthe End, tor the 
End is.alwayesthe' £remoſt- inthe Incention. and: 
he Ethcient!.Cauſc'is/laun mooucd- by ir. . Seeing | 
therctore there is no Reaſonable. br Inte! ietuaſſ) | | 
Agcyt which vndertzketh any thing without pro- | | | 
noting; to himſe!fe rhe End which ever appearcth 
Good!, themott chiefe nt Soveratone AGENT: 
coult# not :iorke , but (for the Jiſ and beſt 'End.. 
And icing there 1s nothing better rhen God, nay, 
Seeing all thinvs wharſoever.are Good come from 
God , (God _ not. worke tor any other End: 
_ but tor huntel And-Aecin» there 15 hothine. 
that thou!d ev pourtrayed or repreſented 
'nÞ picture, then whatdoth (ceme moſt beautiful]. 
Grad who is the firſt Beauty, and the firſt Light, : 
. Was pleas dro draw his owne Picture, and asin Phi. | 
#144 his Mimervaythe Artiſt him(etfe hath i impr inred | 
in his worke,anbndefactdrelemblance of himfelfe, 
But ſeeing now:of things created, partare Bodies: : | 
part are Spirits and inymarcriall Subſtances, among! | 
the Spirits the Angels are moſt eminent, next vnto- 
which-aretheSouſes:of-Men;among the Bodyes| 
the. firſt Heaven is: aboue (all .moſt honourable ;| 
Wherefore when God-ig all his creatures hath 
 iaprined fome tracks of his power and his 
, wiſedome,the Spirits by a more ſpeciall priviledge! 
| Have ingravenig them::the image of himſelfe, and: 
C Li that! 
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that not drawne by a pencilas Painters vſc,cxprel. | 
ſing onely Colours and proportions, but ſuch an 


image, as is beheld in a Glaſſe , which repreſents | 
cuen our motions and our Actions; For God hath 
powred into Spirits the Light of vnderſtanding, | 
and knowledge of the Truth, which 1s as2 certaine | 
ſparke of the Diuine Light, hee hath adorned their | 
Wills (whoſe faculty it is ro mooue and Produce! 
Actions) with Holinefſe and Righteonſnefle, hee 
hath conferred on them Immortality and a liberty | 
of choyce, which are the Lineaments of the Di- 
uine Image, and Reſemblances of God himſelfe. 
Whick image of God: as it is the moſt glori- | 
ous ornament of the Intel[uall creature, {o there | 
| 


is nothing more vely than the deformation of it, 
which 1s occaſioned , when the Soulec , the eye of 
the vnderſtanding beeing pulled out by Ignorance, 
and the lineaments of this Image becing ſoiled b 
Vice, is turned into a Monſter , and beeing hated 
by God hath rendred it felfe ſo miſerable by its 
owne default, that it is not any waycs worthy of 
the Mercy of God For as the Image of a King 
{tampt on filyer,with much rubbing and often fret- 
ting againſt the Ground becomes defaced,ſs in our 
ſoules, the image of God is deformed, addited to 
caithly things,and as it were wallowed in the mire, 
they are turn'd away from divine contemplation, 
and from the Love of God. 

Nay , and 1n the firſt body too (which 
is heaven) God hath imprinted certaine tokens, 
I had almoſt fayd a certaine Image of him. 
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ſelfe: For God hath turned it into a roundnefle, an 
imitation of his diuine infinitenefſe, becauſe this 
figure hath neither beginning nor ending , and in 
the ſame firſt Body hee hath engraven no obſcure 
reſemblances of his immobility and eternall Reſt, 
a reſt which is yet notwithſtanding in continuall 
motion ; For although the Heavenis contigually 


mooved by Parts, while one Part doth ſucceede | 
another , ſo it is, that the whole Body reſteth, | 


neither is it mooved from its place z Hee hath alſo 
placed in the heavens an imitation of his Power, 
diſpoſing of his Worke in ſuch a method, that 
the elementary bodyes are governed by the hea- 
venly , and ſuperiour bodyes worke into the 
inferiour their powerfull influences, And indeed 
molt true is that of Ariſtotle in his ſeeond Booke 
de Gen,Cap.1ro. That the perperuall durance and con- 
tinuance of things ought to be imputed to the ſim- 


ple & daily motion of the Sun ſrom the Eaſt into | 


the Welt, But that Generation and corruption doth 
ariſe from the oblique Courlſes of the Sun and Pla- 


nets through the Zodiack, whiles acording to their. 


Situation they change their Aſpects, and by their 
acceſle neerer to vs, or receſſe farther from vs, the 
affeRtions and Qualities of things differ, 

That this Heaven is the palace of the Almighty, 
not onely the ſacred Word, burtheconftant opini- 
on of all Nations juſtifies ; For though the Eflence 
of God fillethall things, and is not circumſcribed 
by any limits, yet by nature it is ingrafted in man 
in mcditation and holy excerciſes to remooue his 


mind. 
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; to, advance it vnto REeAven : Wherefore wc.c pray | 


© 
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| ento_ God with knees humbled to the Exrth , bu: 
{ with eyes litt vp ro heaven, te One of v- hich CX- 
| prct{erh our humility , te other reſitheth our 
| Hope, the once abatcs our pride , the other doth ad- 
| va ice our thoughts. Neither without good Cauſe 
\ Nath Numanc Real IN placed the throne of God in 
| Heaven. For what more convenient habitation can 
' there bee for God that mooveth all thinss, then 
that Body , by which hee mooucth all things £ 
What fitter {zate can there be for the Father of 
Lights, then that Region 1itu'trions of tt ſelfe , 
and allwaycs ſhining with its natiue {p!endor? what 
' moreagrecable rothe Nature of God, who is th« 
God of Peace, and not ſuvoject vato change, then 
| Llicre to have his rDrone,, where 1s everlaſting 


I 


| Peace, vniroubled reſt, nor {igne of Change , 
| Hence it 1$ 45 Juſtinus ovlerves, in his Exhortation 
| to the Greekes, that Inpir in Homer tooke Mite or 
 Ditc rd by the haircs of tne head, and threw her 
| headlong, downe from heaven, who tell on this 
Jower Region, whitcivis thaken with Winds, with | 

,empetts, and-' with Earthquakes, where. thete 
reignes Waire, Tumult,and Rebellion againſt God | 


v 


[ 


numiciic, TEL: ES WY Ls 
| By thoſe ſtaires, 85 it were.chr- mind of Man'aC. © 
ceads19 the knowledge of: God? by this wins | 
thee doth mount her ſelte : Thelc'art thoſe backe; 
; parts. 'of the Almighty which it-is permitted ro 

\tan to ſee, Exod,32,towi', the workes of Cod 
| W.;1ch | 
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which are knowen to us onely ex poſterior; by the 


events and the effes: Or rather by this doth not; 


the Scripture giue us to underſtand, that God com-! 


ming cannot be perceived, bur aftcrthat hee hath 


| paſſed by and ſtrooke us, then we know him : For 
wee arc, altogether jonorant what Ged will doe ; 

but after the execution of the A, then wee 1c- 
knowledge his power cither by affliting or dcli- 


; VErIinge us, 


| 


Neither doth our Intention levell our Diſ- 
courſe to proue that there is a God whom the de- 
vils themſclues acknowledge , whom who denies 
| hedeſerues rather the Executioner rotorment him, 


' then the Philoſopher to inftruct him ; bur theſe 


| 


things are brought forth to ſhew , on what weake 
rods Mans reaſon leaning hath yet upheld it ſelfe, 
and ſtrenothned that glimmering light which i: 
had by Nature concerning the Divinity ; ; and how 


| although imperfeQly it hath arrived tothe know- 
| ledge of a God: As allo to expound that which | 


| Saint Paul ſaith, Ag, 14. 
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That God never left bim- | | 


ſclfe withoat witzeſſe which may be underſtood nor | 


| 


! 


oncly of outward teſtimonies ſuchas arc-raine and 


| fruitfull ſeaſons, but may allo be extended as well 


| tothe inward reſtimony of every Conſcience, as 


_ O—_— RI 


the outward teſtimony of the Creatures, 

Neither by this doeTI inferrethat this Aflertion | 
| that THERE IS A GOD, is of the number | 
| of thoſe whichare knowen by their owne Nature. 
; Hriftotle in the ſecond of the Poſteriors text 6. 
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| 


| Gaith, that thoſe Enuntiations arc knowen by Na- | 
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| ture which are no ſooner underſtood but they are 


beleeyed: As who underſtands what the WHOLE 
is, and whata PART 1s, hee cannot but know and | 
be!-ene thatthe whole is morctheath? parts there- | 
of: Neither can a man perſwade himſelfe to be- 
leexac the comrary ; but this Afertion that | 
TnEtrt 1s A G 0D isnot of that Nature; | 

For after the termes arc underſtood there are found 
| of thoſe that dire deny him. 

Although I belecue they are but few in num: | 
ber, yet every Age hath encounterd with many 
others, wio for all they acknowledge that there | 
isa God, doe yet deny his Providence ; for this 
opinion {5s moſt flatter'd and ſtroakd by vices, and | 
is moſt ayt of all to unbutton to Intemperance ! 
bur of thoſe that have altogether denyed God, you | 
ſhall ſcarce find any one in any one Age: Ir is ma- | 
nifeſt indced that Diazorss Mclius was acculed of 
| Atheiſme, not that hee denyed that there was a | 
God, hut that hee deſpiſed the counterfeit Gods | 
of the Athenians, and their empty ſuperſtitions , 
this 1s he, that taking the wooden Statue of Hercw- 
les by the legge threw it into the fire, thus up- 
brayding it: Tha (faith hee) ſhall bee thy thirteenth 
; labour , and Clemens Alexandrinus in his booke in- 
| tituled Protrepticon doth affirme, that the ſame Opi- 
; nion is to bee had of Theadorw the Syrenian, Ewo- 
' merua, Hippene, N_icanor, which were all accounted 
| Atheiſts, | 
| Hitherto therefore hamane Reaſon hath not 
| unhappily diſputed, for by the Conduct of Na-' 
ture. 
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| ture, and aſſiſtance of Philoſophy ir hath comeſo 
farreas toaffirme that there isa God. 
But when they come to deſcribe the Nature of 


| Queſtion , wherein it is demanded what God is, 
| a huge and thicke miſt of ignorance doth over- 
ſpread and cloud the ſenſe, and the light of God 
 himſelfe, turnd into darknefle, doth firike the Vn- 
 derſtanding with blindnefſe and aſtoniſhment. 

| Somethere are,as Plato,Cicero, and Virgil £n. 6, 


| who have thought that God fs the Soule of the 


world, who doth ſo mooye and gnide it, as the 


| God, and endeavour themſelves to ſatisfy the | 


ſoule doth the body ;. Others have affirmed God 


to bee whatſocver is, That of Earipraes is well 


; knowne. 
O'cis vos mv dd amrouggy au dtiet, 
K oa nv Teecg £ 0mm x pats oy A YKAKS) 
Te my rvo1uQs Znve, Tov d\iys $10v. 


Sceſt thou the Aires uncompaſt hetght about, 


Sceſt thou the greatnes of the Earth throughout, 


| And what ſhe doth in watry armes incloſe, 
| Count all that God, and doc it 1ove ſuppole, 
| 


There have beene of than who have affirmed 


that God isa Circle, whole center is every where, | 
. and Circumference no where: It is commonly | 
reported how by long procraſtinations Smon/ars | 
deluded the demands of Hier, who defired to | 
know what God was, craving at firſt the liberty | 


1 of one 4ay to reſolve him, then two dayes, after- 
| | wards three,daily augmenting the number, always 


acknowledging his inability to anſwer the requeſt, 
D 2 and 
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| 
ad that the more hee conſidered what God was, 
| 


the more the difficultics did ariſe and multiply. 
The Iewes that they might ſhew the Eflence of | 
God to be inexplicable, they would haverhe naine 
of God unutterable, and which ncithcr could nor ! 
ovght to be pronoune'd by man, which the Angel! 
who is alſo called God, who wraſticd with laces, 
{-emes to imply : for 7acob dcfiring him to declare 


- 


| his Name, he refus'd ir, ſaying, Wherfore #5 it that 
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thou doſi aske afier my name? Sothe Angel who is 

called God allo, 1d. 13. checked the curioſity of 
Manoah, who deſired to know what his name was, 

inthele words , Wherefore askeſt thau after my name, 

ſeeing it ts wonderfull ? In Hebrew bookes, evento. 
this day , the name of God is written Jehovah, 
which nameit ſeemes was wrote on purpoſe by the | 
Rabbins, that thename of God which was writ- | 
ren onthe front of the Miter might bee hidden : | 
For Joſephus, who was both a Prieſt and Pha- 


riſe, doth teſtify in the ſixth booke of the Iewes | 


warrcs, that the Name prxfixed on the Miter | 
of the Prieſthood had foure vowels, whereby ir | 
doth plainely appearc that this name was not 7e- 
bova, but TO Y A, by pronouncing 1 and Y 
not like Conſonants, but diftintly by themſclyes 
as they are Vowells : which the word Tove among 
the Heathens doth alſo intimate : nor much diverſe 
from this is Dzodorus the Sicilian, who in the firſt 
Booke of his Hiſtoricall Library doth affirme that 
the God of Moſes was called 1A 2. But Clemens A- 


lexandrinus in the fifth Booke Stromat. pag. 240, 
doth | 
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doth ſay that the foure-lettered name which was. 


| which word confilts of the ſame vowels, as the | 
word 10TA, although the letrers are otherwiſc ' 
diſpoſed : but howſoever it was, they are as wide : 
from truth as Heaven, that thinke by this word, or | 
any other, the Efſence of God can be expreft; for | 
'nonaie canbce given which can expreſle the ef. 

ſence of Man, nay of- a ftone, ſreing there are no 

names cf{cntial, but names are given unto things by | 
 co:nmon inſtitntion, and as pleaſed thoſe who firſt 
did practile the diverſity of tongues to impoſe upon. 
them : thoſe names only expreſſe the Effence of 


the things they ſignify, which doe imitate their 
ſounds, as thecreaking of the Crow, the lowing of 
| the Bullocke, 
 ButtheEſſenceof God, as it cannot be expreft 


by words, {o it cannotbe conceiv'd by the Vnder-. 


ſtanding, the cauſes of which are many ; for a 


thing infinite cannot be comprehended by a thing | 
finite, and the inacceſſtble light of God doth dazle 
' the Vnderſtanding. Ariftotle confeſſine in the ſe- 
| eond of his Metaphyſicks , that as the cyecs of 
. Owles cannor endure the beames and ſplendor 
| of the Sunne, ſothe edges of our Vnderſtanding 
doe rebate themſelves inthe apprehenſions of the 
primary Beings : The ſame Philoſopher affirmes, 
that there isnorhing inthe Vnderſtanding that was 
not firſt in the ſenſe: but God cannot be preſen- 
ced to the ſenſes. Againe, as longas Vhnderſtanding, 
is inthe body, ircomptechendeth nothing but by 
hu 2 D 3 the, 
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the helpe of the Fancie, and in the act of Vnder- 
(tanding it turneth ro the Fancie, a fancie which 
doth as much annoy, as helpe the Vnderſtanding 
whiles it repreſenteth God cloath'din the condi. 
ons of Nature, as of quantities, of extenſion of 
parts, and many other accidents. Againe, every 
punie knowes that things are defined by their Ge- 
pw and their difference , or if that they bee not at 
hand they are then defined by their proper Acct. 
dents : But of God there is no Genws , no ſpecifi. 
call difference , no Accident at all, ſince God is all 
ſubſtance. 
| To theſe Inconveniences and impediments in 
attayning tothe Knowledge of God, there is ad- 
ded not onely Mans flowaefle and infirmity , 
but his perverſeneſie and negle : For many are 
called from this ſtuly by the Nloth and dulneſle of 
| their wit, rebating it {ele in the contemplation of 
heavenly things ; ſome aye taken fiom it by pub- 
| licke or private affaircs, which call downe to carth- 
ly things the mounting cadeavours of the mind, 
and (as I may ſo ſay) doe pull the wings of Me- 
ditation ; and many, theflaves of pleaſure, and gis' 
ven to their belly, miſpriſe the ſtudy of Salva-| 
tion, as a thing they have no need of, nay, as it 
| were ſome trifling 1mportunity , ſome light or 
' cmpty Metcor, | 

And of thoſe who apply their underſtandings 
to the knowledge of Gad , there are but few that 
perſevere in the right courſe, but either they fall 
off from their deſigne, or ſtrucken with-a giddi- 
E | nefle 
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neſſe, doe ſtumble on the threſhold , or turning 
afide to vaine delights, doe wrap themſelues in 
errors ; from hence ariſe thoſe monſters of the | 
Gods, and illuding Vizards which were worſhip- 
ped by the Heathen, who wanting an able Maſter | 
to intract them did follow the cuſtome of their | 
Countrey , which commanded them to adore the 
peculiar Gods of their countrey or their family, 
thinking it would bee better with them if every | 
particular man ſhould chooſe him a private and 
particular God : Frum this ſprang up ſuch a mul- 
titude of Gods,that in Heſiodstime they amounted 
to the number of thirty. thoufand : Againe it is 
planted in Men, which is their great folly,to mea- 
ſure God by themſclves, & to cloth him not only 
with mans figure but with his aff-tions alſo ; they 
doe not thinke that they ſerue God aright, unlefſe 
; they make him like a Man or Beaſt, that they may 
hau: before them ſome preſent objet, on which 
they might ſettle their eyes and their devotion ; 
This was the language of the [ſraclites to Aaron, 
Make us god: which ſhall zoe before us, Exod. 31, And 
becauſe God had made Manto the Image of God, 
Man againe to requite the courteſte would make 
God to the Image of Man: By which God after 
they had diſcharged ti:einſelucs of ſome Ceremo. 
niesto him, they co'nc-itcd themſelues not onely 
ſafe againſt all ſins already committed, but thought 
for thetime to-come, they had gota licence and a 


| Fortheſe caufes there haue not beene wanting 


priviledge to finne, -, | | 


ſome, | 
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| ſome, who turning deſperation into cenfure, haue 
 beene of judgement that God could not be knoyw- | 
en, and that invaine they travatle that beſtow their 
|  labours in ſearching our his Nature , whoſe mo- 
 deſty indeed deſerues to bee excuſed , were there | 
not too much of ſloth init, and werenot the di- 
minution of his knowledge an occaſion of the di- | 
' minution of his loue , and by the ſame contempt | 
whercby the knowledge of the Divine Nature is | 
neglected, the knowledge alſo of the Divine Will | 
would be deſpiſed. | 
1%, i Platoin whoſe tracks Cicero treads , hath beene | 
'* more happy in this inquiry, for hee hath delive-| 
red ta the world many trift and cxcellent things 
 conceraing God ; as when| he ſaith, That he i the 
' Author and Gevernour of all things, msſt Good, 20ſt 
Great , who ſeeth and ſuſtaineth alt things, and that the 
life of 4 wiſe man # nothing elſc but a returneto God, 
and that the way to God & by the ſtudy of Picty and 
Inftice : This and much more to this purpoſe, zee | 
| may reade in Platoes Politicon, bs Philebus Theate- | 
| 144,and Timews , where we miy-find many things | 
taken from rhe Ancient Divinity which he had 
: learned in Egypt and in Siria. 
WEE Arijtetle more ſharpe in underſtanding , doth 
 adde, that Gods the firſt Moover,the firlt Being, 
| and moving Power ; who! notwithſtanding is 
| a unmoueable, rowhom as to their End the Czleſti- 
| | all Intelligences perpetually mooue, and that he is 2 
| | the cauſe of the continuall Motions of the hea- 
| |vens ; which cauſeth 'other- Motions, and from 4 
| whom I 
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| whom the inferiour bodies receiue their influences. 
For althoug|1 to ſee into the myſteries of God, | 
and to know his Eflence is not granted unto any | 
Creature , no not unto the Angels, bccaule rhere is | 
| no proportion betwixt a fini:e faculty and an infi- 
| nite object, yetthole holy inſt: uctions are not to 
| beenegleRed , which preſent themſelues unto the 
creature concerning God, vr which the power of 
| the underſtanding hath attained by meditation, 
neither are the naturali Sparkes of the knowledge 
of God to be {motherd in us, but tobe awakened 
| and blowen up, that from them our loue ro God 
might be inflamed ; For we loue not things un- | 
knowne,but from the knowledge of good,the loue 
and defire of enjoying it doth increaſe. 
| And although there be no Genus of God thatis 
; Synonimall , or fully able ro define him , and al- 
| though there be no ſpecificall difference, yer there 
154 Genws which is called Analogicall, and a Diffe- 
| rence too ; although but by way of Negation , as 
| when wee ſay thar a Beaſt is acreature that is nor 
| reaſonable, both which Genus and which Diffe- | 
rence being apprenenced by the underſtanding as | 
; proper Qualities doe condud our minds unto ſome | 
| knowledge of God. 
I am of opinion,moſtaptly and as farre as Mans 
' capacitie is able to conceiue that God may be thus | 
| defined, God # the firſt, the moſt chiefe , and moſt * 
perfet# Being , from whom there floweth and de- | 
pendeth all Entity and Perfection : For other | 
| things which are his Attributes , as his Etcraity, | 
| E his ( 
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his Simplicity, his Wiſcdome, and of like Nature | 2 
are all contayned under this word of chicte Per- : 
feion. | 
I fay that not onely every Being proceeds from 
God , but every Entity doth evcr and altogether 
depend on him: for God doth giue unto his crea- | 
tures both their Being and their lite, atterthe ſame 
manner as the Sun doth communicate his beames, 
which doe {o flow trom lim , as thcyare alwayes 
depznding on him ; who,ſhould he but a little kide | 
his face, incontinenily the Light would craſe, and | 
his beames vaniſh away ; which the Pfa/mrft doth | 
' imply , If rhow hideſt thy face they are tronblid, if 
' thou takeſt away their breath they dye , and returne unto 
 thiir dujt : Pſal, 104. | 
| Moreover, al:hough wce cannor in mind con- | 
| ceiue, or in words exprefle the divine perteRion ; | 


J 
' nevertheleſle wee may after a manner thaddow jr 


forth. 

This word Perfcd& is taken many wayes, com- 
monly a Worke is faid to be perfect when it is fi-. 
 niſhed or accompliſhed ; as a honſe where the 
| Workeman hath no more worke to doe, or a' 
| booke to whichthe Author hath put his laſt hand A 
| God 1s not faid robe: perfectin this manner, for 
| this perf-&ion proceeds toperteRion from imper-| 

fction, of wh.ch there never any was in God, 

Thar alſo is {:jdto be perfect. that wanteth no-' 

thing by which it may attainc the end to which it 
['was ordained : In which ſenſe all th: workes of | 
| Godarcinthcirkinds perfe@, and Momw himſelte 
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| can find nothing in them that he might raxe either 
| for exceſle or tor detault neither 1s God ſaid to. 
| be perfe& after this manner. tor he 1s not ordained 

' to any particular end, who is himſelte the chicte | 


' End of allthinzs, 


But ſo wee doc ſay God is perfe&, asno per- 


' fection is wanting to him ; for cy cry thing i i5 ſaid | 
' tobec imperfect which is in potentia paſins ina 
paſſive power to ſome Act ; but God is a pure 
5 AR,and in him there is no POWCr that is paſhue. 
| Wherefore it muſt needs enſue, that whatſoe- 
; ver perfeion and vertue there 15 in the creatures, 
i: muſt not onely flow from that primary perfeeti. 
- on which is in God, butmutt alſo bee included in 
it; For as the reaſonable ſoule comprehends the | 
| vertues of the ſoule Senfitiue, and Vegerariue, and | 
| all the power of interior Magiſtrates is included in. 
the power of the Prince, andas humane Diſc: ourſe 
is contained in the Angelicall larelle&; ſo all the 
perfe&tions of the Creatures are incloſed in the 
perfection of the Creator. 


Burt thoſe Perfections of rhe Creatures are ex- 


 cepted which are either the rem-dies of cuills or 
the Helps and Aydes of ImperteCtions,for to attri- 

| bute ſuch perfe&tionsto God is rather a reproach 

| then Praiſe (as for example) The motionary facul- 
ty whereby the liuing Creature mooues it ſclfeby 

E locall Motion, 1s a perfection tn the Creature 
| which is not a perfection i in God, becauſe this per- 
fe&gion is but the crutch of imperfe@ion, for bec- 
{cauſe the Creature cannot bee in tae ſame time-in' 
E 2 _ many 
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| many placesthe motionary faculty isgivento him, 
| which in ſome ſort doth remedy this imperfection, 
for by it ſucceſſively at leaſt, and in diuerle times, 
| the creature may bee in diuerle places; This per- 
fection muſt not bee look'd for in God , for ſceing 
| hee is every where, there isno place tor him to. 
| m9ooue vnto. ; 
* Soto diſcourſe and frame a Sillogilme is a pcr- 
 fetion induedby God into tac mind of Man, a 
' ſearchereflſe out of Truth, and by things more 
' knowen working out a Way to things vnknowne. 
| this perfection ſcing it is the remedy of Ignorance 
| and a helpe vato out weakenelle , it would bee pro- 
' phane to look for it in God, who dilpueth not,nor 
; makes it his labor to find out the truth, nor colleR- 
 eth one thing by another, for all things areknowen 
' to him alike, and hce vnderſtandeth allthings in 
' one pure and ſimple thought, there is no need 
that God ſhould turn the cye of his Vnderſtanding 
' tothoſe things which hee would know, for he but 
| behold himfelfe and finds in his owne mind the 
eterna' Modell of all things, and in his will the 
| efficient Cauſe of all Events ; And as a man that | 
| had his whole body beſet with eyes, or was all one | 
eye had no need to turne his body or his eyes to: 
behold the things that are about him , for in one. 
and the ſame point of time, whitherſoever hee 
| Caſts his eye, all objects round about him preſent: 
| themſelues vato him with an cquall viewe, ſo ſee- 
ing that onething cannot bee more preſent to God. 
then another, there is no need that he ſhould rurne | 


about | 
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| which thereis no ſucceffion of Parts, for otherwiſc| 
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about the cye of his _— , or behold 
| things in a {ucceſſion of order, or thould bring a 


' new intention of the mind to attaine new know: |} 


| lcdge, forthere is not any thing that 1s or can bee 
| hew vnto him, 
| Sothe memory of things paſt, and forefight of 
' things to come are the Vertues and PerfcAions of 
a Mai that is bornein time, and whoſe A@tions 
' and Duration are meaſured by rime, which vertues 
| God hath endowed lim with, that hee might pre- 
 ſeruc the inſtructions receined and efchew things 
' hurrfull ; Theſe perfeRions (ſeeing they are 
remedies of ImperfeRions and the aydes of our 
Intirmities) cannot bee attributed to God, but vyn- 
properly , and what in this Subject wee attribute | 


| ſtood in a ſcnſe rnoſt agreeable to the Majeſtie of 
| God, for neither the memory of things paſt, nor 
| the conjecture of things to come, can bee ſaid to 
| bee in God becauſe all things are preſent to him ; 


' the maker of Time, ts before time andabove tt, | 
| neither is his duration meaſured by it ; for as the | 
| 


| Infiniteneſſe of: God doth not onely conſiſt in this 
| that heeis not circumſcrib'd by limits, but moſt 
| eſpecially in this, that heeis all in every place ; 
ſo his eternity likewiſe is'not placed in this} 
onely, that hee is without beginning and without | 
end, but rather in this, that his life is not a Courfe 


c þ 


, to God which belongs to man , it muſt bee ynder- | 


| 
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| 
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| 


| 


of Motions as ours , but a perpetuall Reft, and in| 


| hee ſhould dayly looſe a part or portion of his| 
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life, but hee enjoyes all his life and perfor, 
rogether,and in a Moment : ior Atcrnity.as Poctices | 


doth define it, is the whole, together, and the per- 
tc& poſleflion ofa lite vnlimited. Andas to aan 


fiting on the banke of a River , onely that Water | 
15 preſent to him which is obſerved by him 1a that | 
inſtant Moment and point of time, but that part | 
of the River is not preſented to his eycs which 1s | 


not yet come to themor but now gone from them, | 


yet the ſame Man, were hce cxalted into the vpper 
re-ion ofthe ayre, might beholdthe whole River, 
and at one view obſeruc both the fountaine and thc 


; courſcs of it; Sobytheeyeof God who is above 
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time, together, and in a momcnt, 1s obſcrucd the 
whole flux of tranſitory things , neither in him 1s 
therc additionor ſubtraction,tor all things that are, 
arc preſent to hun, 


Tarzre is another difference and that too a rc- 


| matkable one, forthele perfcEtions which are di- 
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verlc and [cattercd in the creatures,in God are one 
and the ſame perfection ; As it there were a crea- 
ture which could cxccrciſc all thoſe facultics b 

one ſenſe, which wee doc by five: Andas all lines 


the farther they are from the Center the more 
they ſcatter and enlarge themſiclues; fo all the ver- 
tues which are difpenſed among the Creatures are 
colle&ed in God into one Vertuc, and the farther 
they depart from God, the more ſcattered & thin 


thcy docappeare,till at lengththey degenerate into 
the vileſt of vices. The 
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drawen from the circumference to the Center of | 
the Circle are vnitedin the Centers point , and | 
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| The Cauſe of this difference i is, that theſe per- , 58 
 fetions and vertues of the creatures are Qualities | 
and ornaments added to their Subſtances, but the 
 onely perfe&ion of God is the Eflence of God 
himſelte, which though it be moſt pure, yet becauſe 
"a  irhath diverſe effets, it hath diverſe -names ; In 
| ' Van indecde it is one thing to know , and another 
| | thing to Will, neithcr is the. forcknowledgc of 
| Man the caule of th? cvent to come, But {ce- 
| Ing the foreknowledge of God 1s the very Eifence 
'of him, it is neceſſary that it muſt bee the ſame 
' perfeRion with his W1ll and Provid? nce, and that | 
| in his toreknowledge hee hath a power not onely | 
torelceing but alſo difſpoling of things to come ; ; 
' Neither muſt we thinke that God foreſces formes 
to come, or Farthquakes,or Ecclipſes, becaufethey 
areto come, bur wee muſt rather ſay,that they will | 
come becauſe that God foreſces them. | 
Neither would I by this interre, that if atany | 59- | 
| time the ſame pertc&ions bee attributed to God | 
| 
| 
' 
| 
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and to the Creatures , that the ſame perfections are | 
-equall in the Creatures asin God, Wiſedome and | 
 Righteouſneſle are not attributed to the Angells | 
as ro God, in one and the ſame Senſe, for in God 
they are Subſtances , but in Angels Qualities, nci- 
' ther can theſe bee ſaid to bee rexmes equivocal, 
' thatis words of the ſame ſound, for words purely 
' equivoca)l ( ſuch as the word Ne »pws in 1 atine, | 
| which frgmiferh the crea-ure of prey and R: pine, | 
| as al{othe birte or inaffic ofa bridle)hoJd no intelli- | 
Lene rogether, neirhcr hautcthry any order in Na- | 


ure, 
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| Of the Knowledge 

rure, neither by one doe we proceed to the know- 
ledge of another, but the wiſdome and the Rightc- 
ouſneſſe of Angells arc relemblances of the dinine 
Rightcouſnefſe and ſparks ſhining from it, and the 
knowledge of one doth advance our ſpirits to the! 
| Contemplation of another ; Thoſe things there. 
fore may bce ſaid to haucan Analogicall reference! 
which are as Exs,or Being , which 1s in Logick| 
called the Genus Analogurs of Subſtances and Accis | 
dents, and ſoa foote is ſpoken cither by the foote 
of a living creature or by the trelslc of a bed or ta- | 
ble, for inthe grcateſt diuerfity there is no little | 
Analogy or Relemblance. | 
Whoſocver therefore will exalt his thoughts 
without danger to the contemplation of the Diuine ' 
perfetion, mu runnc over in his owne Mind all 
the perfections that are ina Creature, and abftraQ 
and fever from him whatſoever ther is of Imperte- 
' tion,andallo thoſe perfetions which are the helps 
and Crutches of Impertcctions, all thele being ſub. | 
ſtrated, that which remaineth will bee God , 

' i As, from Man to whom God hath given, to bee, 
toliuc,to vnderſtand, take away but theſe things, 

| To bee a Body, to hauea Beginning, to bee cir- 
cumſcribed by Limits, to bee compounded of 
' Parts, to.bee the Subjet of Accidents, to bce re- | 
| mooued. from one place to another , to diſcourſe, 
| to remember, to forget, tolearne, to bee ignorant, 
to bee able to ſinne, to depend on a Superiour 
Beeing , and ſuch like, theſe things taken away, 
; that which remaineth will bce GoD , namely a 
living 
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liuing Beeing vnderſtanding,incorporeall, without 
beginning , not depending on another , 
| imple, vnchanecable, vnamooveable all-knowing, 
 pertectly Iuſt,and pertetiy Wile. 

| Moreover, although wee caanot  demon'trate 
' what God is by any thing that is: prececeat, for 
ſubſtances arenot the SubjcRs of Demonſtrat:o!!s, 

' or graunt they were, yet the Eſſence of God mult 
| bee exempted , becauſe no Cauſe can bee rendred 
of it; howſoever (I ſpeake after the manner of 


men) ſome of the divine Attributes are demon- 
| ſtrated by what goes before , while one Attribute | 
1s deduced from another by a neceffary Conclu-. 


ſion; fo, out of the Infinitcneſſe of God, his im- 
| mobility is demonſtrated , 


all corruption doth proccede from the diflolution | 
of the Compound; Nay, from the ſame 1 mpli. | 
ty of Godsellence, wee doe neccflarily inferre 
þ thatin God there are no Accidents , tor hee were 
not moſt pure and Simple 7 if hee did conliſt of | 
| Subſtance and of Accidents; then againe, from | 
| the omniſcience of God is coll:ed the vachange- 
ablenefle of his decrees, For then Men doe change 

| their reſolutions and fall off from their enterpriſes, 


| when any thing doth happen vnthought of, or 
 valook'd for, 


' wings , can exalt her ſelfe to ſome knowledge 
F the 


— —— 


tor whither can hee 
| mooue himſelte who is eyery where * and in the 
ame manner from the Simplicity of the Etlcnce | 
of God, wee may deduce his incorruptibility, for 


infinice, | 


| 
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the Divine Nature, by which preexcrcitations the 
/| Mind being ſtirred vp doth more greedily receiue, 
and morceafily digeſt the Inſtructions reveiled in 
the Word of God, which excellent and ſublimed 
knowledge of the Word of God , ſhall bee now | 
the Subje& of our Diſcourſe. | 
God therefore who with a courſer pencill hath 
ſhaddowed himſelfe in his creatures, hath expreſt 
' himſelfe in his Word in more bright and liucly 
| Colours, and that two wayecs ; For there is one | 
knowledge of God which is deliuercd in his law, | 
; and another which is contained in the Gotlpell, | 
| which two knowledges doe anſwer the two trecs| 
'| which God firſt planted in Paragiſe,whercof one 
' gaue the knowledge of Good and Euill which is 
| the office of the Law , the other doth beare the ' 
 fruic of Life which is the benefit of the Goſ- 
' pell, 
'E For wee haue three wayes of knowing God, one. 
by the wotrkes of God, the ſecond by the Law, 
the third by the Goſpell , among which the know- 
ledge by the Goſpell is farre moſt excellent , for 
| the other two knowledges preſent God to our 
' vnderſtandings, as a Creator, a Lord, and as the 
; Maſter of our life , but this as a father and Re- 
deemer ; The two form-r knowledges of God 
| doe teach what God js in himſelfe, but this latter 
what God will bee towards vs, the former doe! 
ſtrike feare and wonder into vs, the latter advan-' 
ccth Hope and createth Love : ſo that without the 
| knowledge of God by the Goſpell,the knowledge; 
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of him by his workes is buta lazy ſpeculation, and | 
the preſſe of him by the Jaw'is terrible, and 
doth preſſe our Conlciences witha burden vaſup- 
portable, | 
It ſeemed not enough therefore to God, to 
' teach us by his creatures, who in throngs asit were | 
and by admirableconſent giue teſtimony of him, | 
but hee hath unlocked his ſacred mouth, thar by | 
his word hee might endue us with the knowledge | 
" himſelfe , and by that knowledge inflame our 
ues. | 
For by the ArchiteQure of the world, the! 
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| 


| Power and the Wiſedome of God is acknow- | 


ledged bur not his Tuftice, nor his Mercy, without | 
| the knowledge of which there is no [alvation ; | 
| alſo the works of God doe witneflethe greatneſle | 
| of the Workeman, but they lay not open unto us ; 
| his will, nor deliver in what manner he is to bee | 
| worſhipped : Beſides, when the contemplation of : 
the creatures doth repreſent God unto us, as hee is 
armed withthunders and ſhaking heaven and carth | 
but with the turning of his eye, rhis contempla- | 
tion doth affeQ us with aſtoniſhment, with rhe 
feare and horrour of an Armed ludge, were there 
not another docrine which doth appeaſe our con- : 
ſciences, and giue unto us aſſurances of the loue of. 
1 God, for then doe wee with filiall eyes behold 
heaven as the portall of our fathers Palace, when 
God inhis word hath given to us the cyident tciti-: 
monies of his paternall loue. | 
| Moreover, wee ſhould grow darke ia the very 
F 2 cons 
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| contemplation of the workes of God, did we nor 


diſtinaly ſeethem by the wordas through ſpecta- 


cles, which of themſelues would hardly be diſcer- | 
| ned;this doth the Apoſtle tcach us inthe 11, Heb. 
| Through faith wes underſtand that the wor!ds were {fr 4- 


' med by the word of God, ſo that things which are jeenc 
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' were uot made of things which ave appeare ; giving us | 
ro naderitand , thar they oncly belccue, as they | 
ou» ht,the creation of the world to be without any | 


rxexi{tent matter, which receiue the word of God | 


' with the obcdience of faith ; would you haue it 
. made legible by «xamples £ The hiſtory of the 
Creation is.well knowen as it 15 related by Moſes | 
' inthe beginning of Geneſis + It 15 there declared | 
' that the Sunne was created but in the fourth day ; | 
ſo that three dayes and as many nights were palt | 
when the Sunne was firſt created , this being to | 
informe us that God did fo uſe the Sunne to iltu- 


ſtrate the world , that yet without it and before it, 
ace ſliincd into the world by his owne light, being 


no wayes obliged to-ſecond-cauſcs ;. And when 


; Moſes aſſigneth a beginning and--ending to every | 


day, intheſe words , And the Evening and the Mor- | 
ning were the firſt day, and ſo of the other dayes, | 
onely in the {cventh day, Moſes maketh no mention 
of the Evening; forthe Reſt of; the ſeyqnth day. is 
the ſhadow. and'the figure: of the heavenly and. 
 eternall Reſt of whichthere is no End , ſo when 

' the Naturalifts report many 'things of the Raine- | 
 bow,the onely end and fignification of the Raine- | 
| boweattbe leatned out of -theword of God::But | 
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; how- many myſteries and inſtrutions doth the| 
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: Creation of 'Man and Woman containe £ Surely 
| God forming the body of Man out of clay , did 
 conforme his mind alſo ro humility,and religious 


lowlinefle by temcmbring him of his diſcent and 


 fenoble parentage , alſo when God created a | 
' Wife for the man when he was atleepe, it doth in- | 


' ftru@vs, that a good Wite is not obtayned by a | 
mans owne-induſtry or wiſedome, but by the Pro- 
 vidence of God, which dotly-bring hcr to him 
 whilehee is afleepe :  Againe, thecreation of the 
Wormnin from the part moſt necre unto the hearr, 
' Whatdoth it imply 2 but faith andloue : and that I 
| may not diuec into hidden myſteries , and by what 
' meanes Adam overcome with a deepe fleepe , 


| brother of Death) was a figure of Chrift in the 


that hee beholdsthe fields 3 the woods, and what-| 
| ſoeverelſe is pleaſant'on carthas the poſſeſſions of 


' inhetitarico, and gathers rhoſe fruits which hee 
| knowcs by right are his, as being created forthe 
 ufe 6f the Sonnes of God;, there'ts this addition 
- more,thar heecatmot beſtow his eyes on any place 
whereww areſemblance of. vertue ſhalt not encoun- 
rer-chem, iand refreſh his memory with ſomething 


| 


-— 


/which-is called by Homer Keoiyumr& bare'rue, the 


ſleepe of Death, which ſleepe God made uſe of 
toraiſe unto him his Spouſe which is the Church. 
And truely a Spiritthat is exercifed inthe word 
of God,will receiuemuch fruiteand pleaſure from | 
the contemplation of the creatures : For beſides, | 


his father', and dothivwalke in themas in his owne 
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contemplation of the workes of God , did we nor 
| diſtinMy ſeethem by the wordas through ſpecta. 


| cles, which of themſelues would hardly be diſcer- | 


| ned;this doth the Apoſtle teach vs inthe 11, Heb, 
| Throngh faith wee underſtand that the wor!ds were fra- 
' med by the word of God, ſo that things which are ſtenc. 
were vot »m1d' of things which aoe appeare : elving US | 
ro nderitand , that they oncly belecue, as they | 
ou2ht,the creation of the world to be without any 
 prxexiſtent matter,which receiue the word of God 
' with the obcdience of faith ; would you haue it 
\ made Icgible by «xamples £ The: hiſtory of the 
| Creation is well knowen as it is reJated by Moſes | 
| inthe beginning of Geneſis: It is there declared | 
' that the Sunne was created but in the fourth day ; 
ſo that three dayes and as many nights were paſt 
when the Sunne was firſt created , this being to. 
 informe us that God did fo uſethe Sunne to iltu- | 
ſtrate the world , that yet without it and before it, 
 heeſhiined into the world by his owne light, being 
/ no wayes obliged to ſecond-caulcs ;. And when 
| Moſes aſtgneth a beginning and-ending to every 
| day, intheſe words , And the Evening and the Mor- | 
ning were the firſt day, and ſo of the other dayes, 
| onely in the ſeventh day. Moſes maketh no mention 
| of the Evening; forthe Reſt of; the ſeventh day. is | 
the ſhadow andthe figure: of the heavenly amd. 
 eternall Reſt of- whichthcre-is no End , ſowben 
' the Naturaliſts report mity-'things of theRaine- | 
| bow,the onely end and fignification of the Raine- | 
| boweatube leatned our of -theword of God-'But 
| how 
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| brother of Death) was a figure of Chrift in the 


that hee beholdsthe fields 3 the woods, and what-| 
| ſoeverelſe is pleaſiint'on carthas the poſſeſſions of | 
_ hisfarhe?!, and dothiwalke in them as in his owne | 
 inhetitarice, and gathers rhoſe fruits which hee 
| knows by right are his, as being created forthe 
 ufe of the Sonnes of God, there'is this addition 
- more,thar heecarnot beſtow his eyes on any place 
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| how- many myſteries and inſtruRions doth the| 
' Creation of 'Man and Woman containe £ Surely 

God forming the body of Man out of clay , did 
 conforme his mind alſo ro humility,and xreligtous | 


lowlinefle by remcmbring him of his diſcent and | - 


 tenoble parentage , allo when God created a 
' Wife for the man when he was afleepe, it doth in- | 
tru us, that a good Wife is not obtayned by a | 
mans owne induſtry or wiſedome, but by the Pro- 
' vidence of God z which dotl-bring her to him 
 whilehee is afleepe :  Againe, thecreation of the 
Womin from the part moſt necre unto the hearr, 
what doth it imply 2 but faith and loue : and that I 
may not diue into hidden myſteries , and by what 
meanes Adam overcome with a deepe {leepe , 
/which-is called by Homer Keoiyinr©& farene, the 


ſleepe of Death, which ſleepe God made uſe of 
roraiſe unto him his Spouſe which is the Church, 
And truely a Spiritthat is exercifed inthe word 
of God, will receiuemuch fruiteand pleaſure from 
the contemplation of the creatures: For belides, | 


where areſemblance of. vertue ſhalt not encoun- 


rerchem, 'atd refreſh his memory with ſomething 
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; which hce, hath heard. or read in the word of | 
God : If a godly manand one that knowes God by | 
his word , beholds a fountaine of running waters, | 
they wil preſently prompt hismemory to the toun- | 
taine of life, in Io» 4. And 10 the waters ſpringing up | 
to everlaſting life : It he beholds the Sunne he con: | 
templates how greater farre is.the Light of the | 
Sun of Righteouſneſſe : If he conſiders the viciſh- 
rude o f the dayes and nights he comforts himlelte 
inthe remembrance of the aſſurance of the Cove- 
nant of God, God himſelfe fo ſpeaking by the 
mouth of Ieremy:1f you can breake my Covenant of the 
day and my Covenant of the night, & that there ſhould 
| :t be Day and Njeht imtheir ſeaſon , then ſhall you alſo 
beable to breake my Covenant with David! : If he bc- 
holds a Shepheard driving of his flocke, hee re- 
members preſently that in the Pſalme ; The Lord & 
my Shepheard I ſhall not want : Finally, whereſoever 
| heeturnes his eye hee will find an ample ſubject of 
| prayſcand of thankeſgiving, and a wide ficld will 
| be openedfor holy meditation. 
Thar which we ſpeake of the workes of Crea- | 
| tion, is tobe vnderſtoed alſo of the workes of 
Gubetnation and of the divine Providence, the 
cfte&s of which,man is notablero diſcerne,unleſſe 
| heannoynthis eyes with the ſalve of Gods ward, 
and wipethe filmes from off them, 
| There are not wanting examples among the 
| Heathens, who being oppreſt by calamities, have 
| acknowledged God the revenger of their offences, 
or freed from evills have aſcribed to him the praiſe 
of 
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of their deliverance. Moſt remarkable is that of 
| SethonKing of Zgypr, who holding a Mouſe in his 
| hand, ſtood cut in ſtone in the Temple of Yulcey, 
| on his Statue was inſcribed. 


Es £8 T15 0p2wy £983); £20. 
Whoſocver lookes on mee, 
Let him godly learne to be. 


' Giviag thankes to God, who by multitudes of 
| Mice ſent in among them had disbanded the army 
| of Sennacherib the King of the Aﬀyrians. And 

Phleews inthe fixt ofthe Aneids,among a thouſand | 
; torments, in hell is perſonated crying our: 


Difcitejuititiam moniti 7 non temnere Divos, 


By me learne Iuftice, and be wiſe, 
Nor doe the holy Gods deſpiſe. 


| From hence they feigne \Nemeſis and Rhamnuſia 
| hanging over the ſucceſſes of the wicked, and ſtop- 
| ping the courſes of their proſperity ; from hence 
intheir Tragedies if any horrible crime worthy a 
God to revenge it, was preſented, ſome God was 
then produced advancing his head from behind 
| aframe or property : but theſe things were rare, 
| and, as ir were, forced by neceſſity, and but light 
| compared to theſe which our ofthe Word of God | 
| wee learne concerning his providence, as of the 
' haires of our head, which arc all aumbred , of 
, the Spatrowes, not one of which falls on the / 


round without the will of God, of the wicked | 
' rejoycing intheir follies while the hand of God | 
| _ hollowes 
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| hollowes their pitethe deeper ; of God.ſearch- 

: | ing:our reygcszand ſeeing the lecrers of ourhearrs ,' 
| ofrgiving-arl account before the Tribunall Sear of: 


| | God, not onely of eyill ations, but of-an idle 
| | word. | | 
| | Andasthepeoplc in the ſtreet, looking on the, 
| Dyall or the Clock, know by the hand what houre 
| of the day its but are altogether ignorant of the: 

hidden motions, and of the worke within chat. 
| moves. it ſelfes but he that goes into the place | 
| { where the Clocke is, doth with admiration behold 
| | the wheeles and poyſes of it, and proceeding from 
the wheele which moveth firſt, to that which is 
| moved laſt, he obſeryeth how the motions are in-' 
| | voly'd and depend on one another: So the Vul. | 
oar ſecth the events of things, as they expoſe 
themſelves to the eye and obſervation of all ; 
| but hee who is admitted intothe Sanctuary of the 
| Word of God doth wonder at the linked order of 
the divine Counſclls, and poyſcth with himſelfe 
che! weights of providence: So David, Pad, 73, 
confeſſeth that atthe beginning he envyed the {uc- 
ceſſe of ungodly men, and was not alittle afflited 
| toſee them flow, with bleſhings,, not.onely accor- 
| | ding totheir, deſires, but alſg.above them, while 
the righteous and they whorarecalled the people 
| | of God infull boles drinke dcep of waters ming- 
led with. gall, which: atfliftion of his mind was | 
(caſed after hee was entred intg the SanQuary of 
| Gad, from;whence,” as froma Watch-Tower, he 
| beheld the, end of the Vngodly , and acknow-| 
WS ledged |; 
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ledged thar rhe happineſſe of men was not to be | 
| adjudged by the preſent condition of their ſtate , 

| but by the counſcll of God, and the laſt eyent of 
| things : the holy man owed this his reQityed 
| judgement of humane affaires to the Word of | 

| God, from which in many places hee confeſleth, | | 
' | that hee had derived the wiſedome of his know- 
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ledge. 

Kade to this, that, if we had no other Maſter, ['*« 

| but the Creatures onely, to inftru us in the (er- 
vice of God, every man would frame a Religion | 
| to himſelfe according to his owne pleaſure, andas 
| every Creature was moſt profitableto thelife of | 
man, accordingly divine honours ſhould be aſcri- | 
bed to him ; from hence it is that the Perſians | 
| worſhipped the Snnne, becauſe they ſaw nothing | ? 
more faire, they found nothing of a more quick- 
| ning vertue then the Sunne ; from henee it 1s that 
the Egyptians neck an Oxe, of which 
creature there is a ſpeciall uſe in manuring of the | 
Earth ;, from hence itis, they worſhippedalſothe 
Bird 1v#, who with his horned beake did deftroy | 
the Snakes, and purged Egypt from her Serpents; 
whereupon as every man became more renow- 
| ned, either by valour, or by the praiſe of civil! | 
wang or by the invention and ſtudy of the Arts, 7 | 
was more cafily cxalted by poſterity into | | 

| heaven, and aumbred in the Catalogue of the 

Gods. | 
Bardid not the light of the Word of God ſhine} 73: 

downe from heaven, it cannot be related what pro-/ 
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Of the Knowledge | 
Cigies of Religion, what vaine obſervarions men 
; would fancie,with whar pained tablcs wouid they 
| delude themſelves and God, attribu ing thoſe 
| things unto God, which would misbccomea man 
| bur indifferently ſober £ This was the vanity that 
firſt brought Acheiſme into the World, fora man 
| civilly wiſe, that bcholds Cities and Narions to 
| be diſtracted by contrary opinions, and all things 
to be full of fables, ſuffers himf-lfe eali]y ro be | 
rraduc'd to abclicfe, that Religion is but a mecre. 
invention, to which opinion Flutarch ſeemes to be. 


' | more inclined, for in his booke expreſſcly written | 
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on the ſame ſubj-& heendeavours ro prove, that 
| Arheiſme is more tolerable then $uoerſticion : 
and Cicero in his 'econd Booke De Natura Deorum 
doth affirme, tha: they are called 'uperſtitious who 
' whole dayes doe offer prayers and Sacrifice, that 
their children may ſurvive them , and thcy are 
ſaid to bereligious, whoſequeſter, and with carc- | 
full reverence touch thoſe things which apper- | 
| taincto the ſervice of the Gods ; Bur, good wan, 
; he wasaltogether ignorant that chis which he calls 
| Rel:gion is nothing e!ſe bur Superfltition, 
Neither 1s it ro bee wondred at, that they 
were irclouded in fo thicke a darknefle , on 
whom the light of Gods word not ſhone , for 
; 258 the Nations which underſtand not the cour-. 
 fes of the flarres, or of the Sunne, confound 

| | the order of the Moneths and yeares; So the. 
_ : Nations to whom the Word of God was. not | 
| revealed , did infinitely intangle themſelves in 


many | 
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| many errourts concerning Religion ; for they who | 

; worſhip not God according to the rule preſcribed | 

| in his Word, are without God in the world, As. 

| the Apoſtle hath it in the Second of the Epbeſ, Al- 
| though they worſhip millions of Gods, nay al-, 

' though the Samaritans came neere and next in 

conformity to the true Religion, acknowledging 
thatthey worſhipped one onely God, the Creator | 

' of the Yniverſe, the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 

 Laceb, and were ſigned with the figee of the Cove- 

' nant, & acknowledged Mofes too their Law-giver, 
yet becauſe they revolted from the rule of the 
Word of God, and by a ſtubborne ſeparation did 
dividethemſclves fromthe Iſraclites, our Saviour 

' faith in the Fourth of 70h» , that the Samaritans 

knew not what they worſhipped; So neccſlary it is, 

inthe bulineſle of ſalvation, to have God to leade 

117, and to make his Word our Rule. 

But when the light of Gods word hath once 
 ſhined into a Nation, preſently all falſe Religions 
arc blowen away, and the inventions of Mans 
braine vaniſh, and the kingdome of Sathan which 
preſerved it ſelte in darkeneſle, fals downe betore 

'the Light ; then not unclegantly may be rehearſed | 

that of David, in the 104. Pſalme- As ſoone as 

| darkeneſſe # ſpread over the Earth, th: Beaſts of the 
| Forreſt come out of their Dens , and the young Lyons 
 reare after their prey + but as ſoone 4s the Sunne ariſcth | 
| ehey bide themſelnes ws their Dennes and dare not come 
| forth, but Man then gocth forthunts by worke and 18 hi 
labour untill the Evening - Indeed when the darke 
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| Of the Knowledge | 


. miſt of Ignorance overſpreads the Earth , Satan | 
' and his Minifters triumph ſecurely. like unruly 
' Beaſts, but as ſoone as the Sunneof the word of | 
, God hath begunneto ſhine,they fly away that hate | 
. the truth ;then doe the godly goe forth unto their | 
| labour untill the Evening ; that is,thcy labour in | 
| the ſervice of God and the exerciſe of good 
| workes, untill by a happy Death they arriue to the | 
evening of their life. | 
To come therefore to the true and ſaving 
knowledge of God, wee haue need of another | 
maſter, and more bright inſtruftions then thoſe | 
which are learned out of the workes of the Crea- | 
tion , or borrowed from humane reaſon: It was |, 
, no: caough for thoſe Wile men to haue ſought | 
' the Cradle of the Redeemer,to haue had the con- 
\ duct of a Star , butthey muſt further be inſtructed 
' by the teſtimony of the Prophets : did we exaQtly 
underſtand the grearneſle of the Stars, their mori- | 
| ons, their yertues , and their diſtance , wee ſhould | 
| never cone by theſe directions unto God, unleile | 
| the voyce of God ſhould withall informc us in | 
the inftruſtions of the Prophets and the Apoſtles, 
| therefore the Pſalmift in the 19. Pſalme , ater | 
hee had faid, That the Heavens declare. the glory of | 
| God , attributing ſo great an cloquence to the hea- 
venly bodies , although but ſpecchlefſe, that nor a | 
nation under heaven but heares them, he prefently 
paſſeth tothe Law of God, leading us by the hand 
ro a better maſter, to more cleare and certaine in- 
\Rruions ; the Law of God (ſaith hee) is entire, 
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| converting the ſoule , the teſtimony of the Lord 
15 true, giving wiſedometo the Simple. 


| Neither doe theſe things apperraine, to excuſe | -,,, 
| thoſe who being taught by rhe onely workes of 
| God , haue not attained to the knowledge of 
him ; for although, without the inftructions and 
the condu of the Word of God rhey could not 
attaine to ſuch a knowledge of him, as is ſufficient | | 
to falyation, yer they are juftly condemned be- | | 
cauſe they fought againſt the generall notions of 
Nature, and endeavoured' to put out her light; | 
neither vſed rhe inſtruQions of the creatures to | 
| that adyantage which they might ; wherefore | 
they are convinced by Saint Pax! in the firſt of 
the Romants , For ſuppreſſing the T ruth,end detayning 
it in ontiehtconſueſſe , and becauſe that when they | 
knew God they did not glorifiehim as God. | 
Neither finned they onely by their ignorance, | 78. 
but alſo by their perverſenefle and their pride , as 
the ſame Apoſtle in the ſecond of the oy who | f 
faith, That hee who fals off from the ſervice of God to | | 
' the warſhipping of Angels iuSemu & wi idegxar, doth in- | | 
trade into thoſe things which hee hath nor ſcene, | 
vainely puft up by his fleſhly mind ; and in the 
1. of the Rom. hee ſairh, When they profeſ# themſtlues 
wiſe , they kerame fooles , and were therefore delivered | 


over t8 vile affections. LE 
 2Bythis Ithinkeir isevidently ſhewed, where. £8, 
fore, beſides the inſtruRions which 'wee learne our | 
| of the workes of Creation and Providence, wee 


' bauenced of another doArine, to wit the word of | 
G 3 God” 
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God; But wherefore God , who could without) 
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the preaching of the Word convert our heags, 
and immcdiately infuſe into them the knowledge |. 
of himſelfe, had rather.leade us to the knowledge | 
of himſelfe , and by this knowledge to Salvation, 


' by his Word, it is not curiouſly to bee ſought} 


| into: For God who reſerues the reaſon of his 
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Counſailes to himſelfe , and is not ſubje& unto: 


any , isnotto bee called to an account, neither 


is it for man to argue with God ; nevertheleſle . 


| the reaſon of this divine Counſell is evident, 
and it is caſic enough to affigne the Cauſe , for be. 


| 


ſhould encer inby the fame way roo ; And b2cauſc 
{ that Man fcll by beleeving the words of the De- 
| vill, it was fitting that man ſhould bee raiſcd fro | 
i his fall by bekeeving the Word of God , for ir | 
was requiſite that contrary evils ſhould be cured by 


cauſe Death entered into the World by the care, 
it pleaſed God that the dodrine of Salvation 


contrary Remedies ; wherefore God {ends us by | 
| Eſay the Prophet to the Law and to the Prophets, * 
| pron »uncing that it cannot be that without thele, | 
\the morning Light ſhould ſhine on any;arnd in Luk. | 
1 68 Abraham tcacheth us, That it is in Vaine 16 hauc 
recourſe unto the dead, ana toexpect Revelations from 
thence, when we haue at hand the Law and the Prophets. 
Neither is it to be doubted, but that Chriſt, reſto- 
| ring fightunta the blind by annoynting his eyes | 
; with ſpittle,did ſecretly therby intimate,thar,only | 
| that which proceedeth from his mouth illuminates | 
the underſtanding , and ſcatters the darkenefle of 
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| naturall ignorance: Hence itis that inthe hiſtory of 
the old & new Teſtamenr,there are found examplcs 
' of fome holy men whom God chaſtiſed with bling. 
 neſſe, as 4414 the Prophet, or with dumbaes, as Zs- 
 charythe fatherof Tohn Bepriſt but ofa religious man | 
whom hee ſtrooke with deafcnefle , and from | 
whom hee tooke the ſenſe by which his Word | 
ould bee conveyed unto him , there is nor any | | 
Example in the Scriptures; but the Devill is called | 
' thedeafe Spirit in the Goſpell, becautc they who | 
are poſſeſſed with him doe deate their eaces at the 
Word of God. 
This Word of God was firſt delivered by the " 
; Oracle of his voice, afterwards God fo pleaſing, "= 
it was commended to us in writing, and engraven 
' in publicke Tables that it might neither bee raz'd | 
. by Oblivion, corrupted by Errour, or prophaned 
by reprobate Raſhneffe; this is the Booke, which | 
by excellence is called THF BIBLE, as if other 
bookes valucd with this , did nor dcſcrue to bee "4 
called Bookes. 
But among many and great Authoritics which | 8x, 
confirme the credit and prerogatiue of the holy 
| Scriprure , that teftimony is moſt certaine, and | | 
 abaue others of grcatelſt cfficacie. which the Holy 
| Ghotdoth giues it, unto it to wit,the ſtcretpow- | 
er of the Spirit with hidden ſtings, picrcing che | 
hearts of thoſe thar heare and reade it , a power 
- above all reaſon iofinites rocxpreſſe which in fit- | 


ting accents all Eloquence is dull , all _ c 
e 


gn I I 
_—— ” —_- 


--- 


| barren, and words dye faint and faulter under tf 
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grcatnefle of the thing. Let Demoſtbenes be read, or 


Princeps Romani T ullius Eloqaij, | 
T why the reputed Prince | 
Of the Roman Eloquence. | 


that ſtroakes the care, but when the hearer is de- 


| parted, the ſenſe of that delight departeth alſo, 


| as the face is ſeene no more in the glaſſe when the 


| 
| _ Onely while they arc read they doe affe& , there | 
| being a kind of foft harmony and gentletitillation | 


perſon is retired from it ; * But if there bee a faith- 


| full and attcatiuc hearer or reader of the Word of 


| heartbceeuer preſent, breathing forth Diuinities 
| governing the affetions , cheering the heart, and 
finally renewing the whole Man. 

But becauſe thisteftimony is onely perceiued by 
| thoſe whom God hath endowed with his Spirir,in 
| whom the letter of the Word dead init ſclfe is 
{ quickned, and as it were ftharpened by the Spirit 
| of God, invaine with this weapon doe wee þ ht 
againſt the prophane , who deride and rejet what 
| ever they hauc not experienced, and meaſure the 
| power and vertucof God by their owne ſottiſh- 
neſle ; how ecuer, beſides this efficacy of the Scrip- 
| ture, there are many things more, which can t 
| the mouthes of Infidells, andgiuc both authority 
and belicfe to the holy Sciprare. 
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God,it will fit deepe within him,and graven in his | 


, 


| 


| And firſt of all, thcre is no other booke which 
| in ſuch a ſumplicity of language hath fo great a 


| 


| Majeſty , ſpeaking vato Kings and SubjeQs with 
 equall 
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equall Authority , for men howlſoever they bee | 

vnequall in dignity compared among themſelues, | 

| compared to God they bee all cquall; As the | 

| | Mountaines and the Vallies make both one plaine | 

| in the Globe of Earth, when Earth is compared | 

vato heaven, | 

Saran the Ape of God imitating this Simplicity, | 84. 

 whiles ce affects the roughneſle of the Stile could 
, not attaine the May ſy if it , hee farcied the Etru- 

' rian diſcipline and the Salian verles in a rude | 
and rugged phraſe, but he torbade them to be pub-/ 

lid as being 2ſh:md of tus owne doctrine,nay, he | | 
could not bee believed among his owne Prieſts 
ro whom he did entruſt his Myſte ies , whereupon | 
' Cato was wort to fay that ood how one 
 Southſayer looking on another could refrainc from | 

laughter, b-cauſe acknowledging among them- 

 {-lues the impoſtures of their profeſſion, by a (c- 

| cret combination they would nevertheleſle coun- | 

 terfet themſelues as ſerious. | 

Againe tc is remarkeable that every booke bee | g-. 

ir never fo ancient, Compared to the antiquitie of 

| the Bible will bee found bur of a lare edition, the 
) Grecians fed on Acornes , yea their Names were | 
| ſcarce knowen 1n the World when Moſes wrote 

| his five bookes intituled the Pentateuche, with | 

| which all the Philoſophy in the World cannot | 

| compare. | 

; Homer and Heſind the moſt ancient of the Greeke, gg, 
| Poets liued at leaſt a hundred and fitty yeares after | 


| David, yet Davids infpired Poems are diſtant as far 
H _— > _ from' 
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{ from Homers as heaven from Ea: h, or the fable: 
| of man from the truth of God, nei ther doth Plats! 
diſſemble in the beginning of his 71meus that the 
| Eyegptians would ſay that the Grecians were a!- 
wayes boycs, whoncucr could bee men of Age as! 
0 | being altogether ignorant of true Antiquitie, 

W hy ſhovid 1 hcerc rchearſe the molt lupendi- | 
ous miracles and with wiat a Majeſtierhe Lav was 
ronounced. & what were the wonders in oypt, 
and the Wildernes,and thoſe not aftedin a corner, - 
or before but a few witneſſes , but all Egypt both | 
bcholding and repining at it, and bctforethe cyes 
| of ſixe hundred thouſand armed Men, and the moſt | 
mightic Nation that was ted with Manna , which | 
| followed the piltar of fire condiiting them, and | 
| ' heard rhe voice of the trumpet , who with horror | | 
| ' did b<hold the burning moun:aine, and flames | 
| of fire whirling high as heauen jinvironed with wad 
| ving ſmokes and thicke clouds of rowling darke- | 


{ 
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| L_ And that no man may concciuethar t this was | 
| feigned by Moſes in fauour of the Iſraelites , with | 
| ; moſt terrible threatnings he thunders 2gain{t that | 
| ' nation, andevery where convinceth them of folly | 
| and ride, and Rebellion azainſt God himlſelfe, 
| 2, | Now with whar integritie Moſes wrote this , ir | 
| ' 1s apparent, that hee c« nccales not his owne offen- | 
' ces , but rehearſerth oy chatiſement wherewith 
God aftlicted him, and that hee was commanded , | 
| todie on the borders of the utcd land becauſc ' 
pow belecued not the voice of God; And how 
fare hee was from Ambition , wce may ſce by | 


wes -- this, 
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this, that hee would not haue his ſonnes ſucceede 
kim in his Governcr-ent, but elected Tofhya that | 
was of another tiib2 ; And how ſmall the dignity | 
of Moſes fonnes was amorg the pircſts wee may | 
carne out of Toſephus, ub, 1, 0119,cap. 11, Who rec- | 
cites that inthe diſtribution of lacred things which | | 
' was made by Daxrd, the charge which Mzſes poſte-, | 
' ritie had , was but the keeping of the treaſurie, and | 
the Gifts which were offered 1a thetemple. ; 4 
| Neither muſt wee leaue out , the Antiquitie and 
| Certaintie of the prohecies , for by what inſpira- 
| tion could Eſay forerellthe name of Cyrus and that | 
' hee ſhould bee adeliuerer of the Tewes 160 yeaes | | 
. before Cyrus was borne; Or what other but the 
| Spirit of God could forctell to Tergboams thar a | 
| King ſhould bee borne of the Stocke of David, | 
| Ioſies by name,who ſhould overthrow and demolith | 
| 
| 
| 
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their profaner Alters,and that,three hundred fiftic | 
| and ſixe moneths before it was done ; What ſhall 
| I ſay of leremie, who expreſſelieſert downethe 7c | 
 yearcs of Captivitie in Babilon; What of Damel!, ' 
; who from the reſtauration of ITeruſalem to the | 
| death of Chriſt, preciſely numbers ſeventie weeks | 
' of yeares, thar is 490 yearcs, the predictions of | 
* the ſame Danieliof the foure Empires, and of the | | 
Kings Selac:, ſreme rather to bee hiſtories then | 
prophecies ; Which may bce affirmed allo of the | 
\ prophecies of Eſa! , of whom Saint Hzrorn in his | 
Epiſtle to Paulinws (aith , that hee ſeemes rather to | 
bee an Evangeliſt then a Prophet; theſe things cer- | - 4 
 tainely could nut bce ſuggr(ied into the Prophets | | 
| br 9 by | { 
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rity of ir is ſo great, that Chriſt himſelfe greater 
ther, the Law, and who inſpired the Prophets, was | 


90. 
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by any other then by him onely , who 2s hee bath 
a foreſight of all things ſo hee hath an inſight allo , 


and knows them well , becauſethat hee will doe 


them, 


all hazard or doubt of oppoſition, and the autho- 


accutomed to defend himſelte with the teſtimony 


of the Law and Prophets again't the Phariſees, 


and thcrcefore when many in defence of the autho- 


rity of the ſacred Scripture have ſacrificed their 


lives, there is no man found, that in detence of 


; Platoes Or Ariſtotles opinion, yet ever ventured to | 
encounter death , Indeed | could be content to 


'fay that Cleombrotus th: Ambrocian was Platers 
| Martyr, who (as C:cero ig his third T#ſcalen doth 


The dignity therfore of holy Scripture is aboye 


rclate) having read the Booke of Plato entituled | 


 Phedo, where Socrates neere unto death di{[pures of 


| 
| 


| Authour ; ncither to extinguiſh ir, could preyaile 


the immorrality of the Sorle, did force himſelfe_ 


into a headlong death ; this man, Iſay, might bee | 
called the Martyr of Plate, had he done this in any | 


 hape of ſalvation to beatrained by Platoes means, | 


and not through the tediouſneſle of life, 


| 


| Now the bookes of the myſteries of the Aoyp- | 


tians., and che Religion of the Druids are periſhed, 
\crhe Hetrurian Diſcipline is extinguiſhed, and the 
Verſes of the Syb:s are aboliſhed, only the holy | 
| Wrir hath remained untouched, as having Gad its 


che horrible infolence of Antiechus Epiphanes, or | 


| the | 
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| the impious cunning of 1»/ian Ceſar, or the perni- 
| cious wri: ings of Lucian and Porphyrius, nay, theſe | 
| exccrable perſons were the admirable examples of | 
; the Divine Tuſtice. It is knowne how Antiochas E.. | 
' piphanes, conltrained to raiſe his Stege, and aban- | 
don Elewas through griete of mind, in the flower | 
of his age and Kingdome breath'd forth his un- | 
| righteous ſoule : how Julian in his very entrance | 
| into the Empire, ſtrooke through with an arrow, | 
| gave up his impure ſpirit: how (if we may belceye | 
| Swidas) enraged dogs tore Lucram inpicces. | | 
Neither is that an Argumcm of little conſe. | 97. | 
{ quence, to confirme the authority of the Scrip- | 
ture, which Jefephas writerh in the twelfth Booke | | 
of his lewih Antiquities,Chap: 2. where Demetrius | 
Phalersws,the Keepor of the Kings Library, ſpeakes | 
thus to Piolomer Philidelphins out of Hecat.ews Abdes | 
rite, Concerning the facred Bookes of the Jewes, | 
. N';5 ayuns uns t #8 Aeiv cuTyy BsEnhois Huan dave ow, | 
-as being pure and holy, it was unlawtull that chey | 
' ſhould be expreſt by a prophane mourh : the ſame | 
' Demetrizs Phalere45 1clates out of Ariiterws that The- 
 9pompws having wrought into his ſtory ſome part. 
raken from the ſacred Word, was for fourry dayes 
together ſtrucken with an Apoplexy, untill, by | 
ſome rc{pirs of releaſement from! his fickenett-, | 
he appeaſed God by his prayers, and defiſted trom | | 
hi- enterpriſe, bci1g admontſhed in a dreame that | | 
theſe tings happencd to him becaule he in:ruled 
into holy things: Inthe ſame manner Theodott.s 
the Poet, having iaſerted in*o a Tragedie of | 1 | 
oo lomc- 
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ſomething taken from the Word of God; being 
' ftrucke with blindneſſe, was inforced to abandon | 
| the enterpriſe which to caſhly he brganne. 
| Agrecable to this 1s that which Clemens ſpea- | | 
92+ | keth in his firſt Booke of Ta pift : and Tertullian | in, 
| his Booke of Womens he that Icruſalem be. 
ing taken and razed by the Babylonians , all | 
[thc Bookes of the Iewes were reltorcd , ure] 
by Eſaras , their intention 1s not, that the hol 
| Bookes were-utterly .extinguiiht and abolliſhc d, 
\and then aoaine reſtored by Eſaras| for ſo the ho- | 
ly Bookes, which at this day we rcade, ſhould not | 
be the Bookes of Moſes, of Datid, or of Eſay, bur 
pt Eſaras, who by new inſpirations did compile 
chm; the intention of Clement and Tertullian is, 
tharthe Bookes of the Old Teſtament, during tac J 
Captivity of Babylon, diſperſed, or but rarely and 
ncgligently tranſcribed , were digeſted by Eſare | 
into order, more accurately written, and reſtored | 
©o their native beauty. | 
03 And ſince that time theſe bookes with fo much 
Religion were obſerved by the Iewes, whom it 
pleaſed God to make the Library of the Chriſti- 
ans, that if the booke had at any time fallen to the 
go! ound ,they would enjoync themſiclucs a ſolemne 
and extraordinaty faſt; and at the end of every 
booke they did ule to w rite, not onely the number 
of the verſes, butthe number of the letcers alſo: 
In which ſcrupulous ſeculiry of theirs, the true 
honour Cue unto the Scrinturc doth not confiſt, 
but hce doth reverence it as hee ought, who reads 


It ; 


' 
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it with ſuch eyes, as the conſtant wite doth the 


' contra&t of her marriage, or the good Sonne doth | | 


bis tarhers Will, who never heares the Scripture 
| mentioned but his heart doth leape, and his 
filiall affections carne, who by this rule doth 
compoſe, and ſquares all his life, his deeds and | 
words, nay , and his thoughts alſo: But as young 
Samvel being awaked from flcepe by the voice of 
God, lay preſently downe to flcepe againe, think- 
Ing it to be but the voyceof Man,and not of God); 

lo the orcateſt part of men, the word of God 
being heard , and they awakened by it, Malight 
teare they beginnc alittle to ſtirre & (11erchthem- 
(clues, but by and by they fall againe into a ſleepe 
of vices, becauſe they heard this word as the 
word of man, and notas the word of God. 

What is contained in theſe bookes it would bee 
00 tedious to deſcribe, it ſhall be ſuthcientto pro- 
pole unto the eye, the elements of Chriſtian Re- 
ligton, that wee may ſee in what thines the true 
knowledge of God conliſteth, 


The Scripture therefore teacheth , that Man 


was firſt created to the Image of God,endued with 
Holinefſe and Richteouſnefle, and revolted from 
God by his owne conſent, andby the ſuggeſtion 
of rhe Devill, whereupon came fin into the world, 
and by finne Death and Maledition, notwith- 
landing the Image of God in Man is not ſo 
dis fl -ured , thar there remaine not ccrraine traces 
of it; towit, acertaine perceiving of Divinity, | 
and ſome oraines of honeſty and civill juſtice, | 


which | 
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which notions that God might helpe , and that no | 
man might excuſe his finne by pretending igno- | 
rance, God hath given his Law written by man, | 
' which Law is reduced to theſe two heads: To ' 
loue God with all our heart, andwith all our flrength, © 
and to loue our neighbour as our ſelxes , which Law | 
with great terrour hee pronounced in a voice, | 


? 
| 
| whoſe accents were thunders and ſhining with 
| 
| 
| 
| 


: 


fAames of Lightning, that the people might under- 
ſtand that their Lawgiver was armed, and who lo | 
deſpiſed his commandemenrs thould not e{cape 
anpunithed ; this dreadtull clauſe acjzoynedro it, 
Curſed ts he that comtinueth not 11 all thmes, which are 


— —_— 
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| contayned mm the bcke of the 1 aw ts dee them, | 
| When therefore Man by nature prone unto 
\| | ſinne cannot fulfill theſe Commandements ; this | 
| | Law were nothing elſc then the turment of the 
| ' conſcience, and the miniſtery of Death, had not | 
| | God according to his mercy releeved Man in this 
| forlorne cate. 
| | Heethereforc in his appoynted time preſcribed 
__ by the Prophets, ſcent his Sonne the everlaſting 
Word,the wiſedome of his Father, whom nee be- 
. gat from all eternity, who together with the Fa: ! 
' ther and the Holy Spirit is one God, into the | 
\ world, and endued him with humancflefh ; ſo the | 
Word was made fleſh, and God in vnry of per. 
' ſon aſſumed humane Nature without any dimi-u- 
| tion of the Divinity , or mixture of the Natures , 
' for ir was requiſite that rhe Mediator betwixt God | 
and Man , thould bee God and Man, and couch | 


both \ 
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both extreames by the Communion of Nature, | 
In this Nature of Man, this Sonne of God,our 
| Redeemer finiſhed the worke of our Redemption, 
| perfeRly fulfilling the Law , by expiating our fins 
' by his Death , and criumphing over Death by his 
. ReſurrcRion, hee is the Author of cternall life to | 
all thote tha beleeve in him: Wherefore as the | 
| Sinne of Adam is imputed to all his poſterity , lo | 
the Rightcouſne!le of Chriſt is imputed untoall | 
| thoſe who by th« Spirit of Adoption and faith i in 
| him are mad- the Sonn<s of God. | 
| By this marke Chriitian Religion is diſcerned, | 
and diſt n2uiſhed from all Religions which hu- | 
mane reaſon hath invented, that it t ſhewes the way 
by which on: iy we haue acceſle to God by his | J 
| Sonne who Is the Way,the Truth , and the Lite , 
| that 1s, thetrue way to lite : And though God in- 
| habites light which none can come unto, yet after 
ſome manner hce hath made himfelte viſt ble in his | 
| Sonne, who isthe Image of God inviſible, and | 
| God with us, whoſoever ſhall endeavour to come 
to God by any other way, hee ſhall find hima | 
 Tudge and not a Father, and the more he haſts, the | 
more hee erres, and headlong fals inte a certaine 
' ruine, 

To the finiſhing of this worke of our Redemp- , 
tion , the perſon of the Sonne was choſen rather, 
than the perſon of the Father or the Holy 
' Ghoſt, for if the Father had beene made Man,and | 
aſſumed our Feſh, there hid beene inthe Trinity 


two Sonnes, one by ercrnall Generation, and ano- | 
I ther 
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ther by Generation in Time: Neither was there 


; any thing more agreeable, than that hee who was | 
| the Middle in the perſons of the Trinity, ſhould, 


alſo be the Middle betwix: God and Man, and bee 
the linke and rye of all athnity betwixt heaven and. 


| earth ; And what could bee more apt and ſutable 


tothe Wiſedome of God, thanthat we ſhould be. 
| reſtored into the Right and Degree of ſonnes,by | 
| him who is the onely Sonne of God, and that 
| God ſhould renew Man by the ſame Word by | 
| which he created him, and that God ſhould ſpeake | 
j unto us by him, who is the Etcrnall Word of | 
God, and by him ſhould teach us true wiſe- 
dome who is himſelfe the wiſedome of the Fa- | 
ther. 
' This is that Doctrine which 1s called the Gol: | 
| pell, which Godharhleft asa pledge inhis Church, ! 
that by this prerogatiue it ſhould bee diſtingui- | 
| ſhed from the reſt of mankind, which dodrine he | 
| hath commanded to bee publiſhed throughout 
all the world , by his Apoſtles and their Succeſ(- 
 {ors, preſcribing, that thoſe ivho joyne themſelues 
to the Church ſhould bee baptized 7n the name of 
| the Father and of the Sonne and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and that the people ſhould bee inſtructed in the 
faith of Chriſt by the preaching of the Goſpell, 
' by which to the Penitent and Belceving , Remil- 
| fion of ſinnes and everlaſting life is promiſed, and. 
| that the faithfull ſhould attend the ſecond com- 
' ming of Chriſt , in which hee thall raiſe up the 
dead. and taking into his knowledge an Account | 
of 
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of all Mans aQions , ſhall render unto every one 
according to his workes, | 

By the Church I underftand not onely the 
Church under the new Teſtament, which is called 
' the Chriſtian Church, but alſo the whole Church 
| In all Ages, whoſe beginning is deduced from 


' CAdam, and which ſhall laſt unto the End of the | 


| World, for the Scripture teſttheth , that the Fa- 
 thers before Chriſt were ſaved by faith in Chriſt , 
| Abrahams rejoyced to ſee my day and bee ſaw it, lohn, 8. 
' And Moſes preferred the reproach of Chriſt to the 
' treaſures of Egypt, Heb.1 1. And it pleaſed the Father 
| to reconcile all things by the blood of the Croſſe, whether | 
they were things in Heaven, or things in Earth, Col,r. 
And there is no man of ſober underftanding, that 
ever yet made doubt, but that theſe words of, 


_— 


On 


| and the Prophets ; to which purpoſe ſome of the 
| Ancients haue not unaptly applycd an Allegory 
; of a Branch laden with Grapes , which hanging 
ona ſtaffe was carried on two mens ſhoulders, by | 
| him that went formoſt they underſtood the 


' old Chnrch ſaw not the comming of Chriſt, 
| becauſe it went before in order of Time, bur | 


E of Gov. | 


Things in htaven , did comprehend the Patriarchs | 


Church of the old Teſtament , by him thatcame | 
after, the Church of thenew Teſtament, and by | 
; the branch of Grapes, Chriſt himſelſe , for the | 


| this latter hath Chriſt ever before her eyes 

| and beholds him come : Nevertheleſle the | 

| Branch of Grapes is as much the food of one | 
as of the other, for Chrift equally unto. both | 


I 2 Churches 
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Churches convyeigheth life and foode ſpiritual. 

Theſe are thoſe inftrutivns in which the true 
and ſaving knowledge of God confiſteth ; aknow- 
ledge which farre tranſcends all other Arts and 


Sciences ; The Sciences are all cither contempla- 


tiue or praticke, the excellence of the Contem- 
platiue conſiſts in theſe three thirgs , the Dignity 
of the SubjeR, the Certainty of the D-mon!trati- 
ons , and the Perſpicuity of the Ioſtrudtto''s ; the 
excellence of the Praticke conliſts in theſe, 
the Excellence of the End, che Apincſle of the 
Meanes, and the Rulcs to aitaine that End, 

In Divinity that part is conrempliive, which 
rreateth of the nature of Gd, and of the workcs 
of Crea-ion,Gubernation, and Redemprion ; but 
that part which treateth of the offices of Piety to- 
wards God, and Charity towards our Neighbour 
is praticall ; for although in this there bee great 
necd of Contemplation , yet al! this Contempla- 


tion is directed to the Prafticke, in one as inthe. 


other, Divinity doth inknitcly excel} all Sciences: 
 TheSuhject of the Par: contewplatiue is God 
himſcife, betwixt whom and the body of Man 
or twixt Lands 2nd Chattles , the Subiefts of Law 
and ?Phijicke there is no compariſon , but in cer- 
tainty it wonderfully tranſcends them all: For 
whatſoeyer the Philoſophers doc diſpurc cc _. c:- 
ning the chiefe or principall good, ar: ſod fren:; 
among themſelues, ſo contrary one unto another, 
that their chiefe good ſcenes rather to bee groun- 
Ca CN OPEnLON then on nature, Auer ime in the 
ninet-enth 
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| out of Mares Yarro, a hundred and foureſcore dif” 
agreeing Opinions of Philaſ.p'--.- <v:1CCrning 
| their S879 Boxumw , Ol Chiefett Good ; ano 
' Phyſicians doe rather ſuſpe& , then ſee the inward 
\ affeRions of the bodics , and the cauſes of dilca 
(cs; and hereupon it often comes ro paſſe, that in | 
 prerence of curing the difeaſed , officiouſly they 
killchem : But how grcat the uncertainty of hu- 
mane Law is,th* infinite diverſity of cutomes and 
countries,the endlefle diſcord of municipal Rights, 
and of the Roman and }:arbarian Lawes, doth 
plainely teſtiie : but the foundations of Divinity 
{tand ſurc and unſhaken , bcing laid by the hand of 
God himlſe!te, and are more S rme then Heaven or | 
Earth: The Heaven and Earth ſhall paſſe away but my. 
words ſhall uot paſſe, ſaith God himlelte. | 
Neither doth it any thing derogate from this | 196- 
| certainety,that Men inthe buſines of Religion are 
divided intoſo many Sets , and diſpute with ſuch | 
' contentious heate concerning the interpretation of | 
the Scripture ; forthis doth not ariſe from the un- | 
 cortainety of Gods Word , but from the pravity | 
of Man , who wiltfully doth blind his owne eyes, : | 
2nd races delight to {tumble in ſo faire a way, ſub- | 
j<Hinz Religion to his belly, and by depravation 
| ef the mo? certainethings, with full Sailes doth 
flyro Avarice or Ambicion ; For whoſoever will . 
nor deltine himſelfero a peculiar and fer opinion, 
ſhall find in the Holy Scriprure many cleare and | 
evident ſentences , wanting no Interpreter which | 
I 3 abun. 
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abundantly wil ſuffice him borh for taith & maners, 


I confeſſe in the Scriptures there are many 


ſhall weigh them well , hee ſhall tind them cither 


ry to Salvation , for God by plaine and eaſjc 
things doth inſtruc us to Salvation,and by obſcure 
ones doth exerciſe us in prayer , or workes in us 
ſobriety,or pulling the wings of our curiolitie doth 
retaine us in the bounds of modeſty : And this 


' maſt bee a received Maxim , that the leaſt know- 
ledge derived from the word of God,is more ex. 
cellent rhen the exaReſt knowledge of earthly 
things ; For a little of the knowledge of God 
faithfully received doth abundantly fuffceto in- 
flame our minds with the loue of God, and to 
leade our liues both well and happily. 

The End Remaines by which Divinity, what- 
ſoever there is of Arts or Sciences by atranſcendent 


. Diſtance doth excell ; For the Politicks onely in- 


informe a manas heis a Citizen,the Oeconomicks 
as hee is the maſter of a family , But Divinitic doth 


inſtru him as hee is a man , and diſcourſeth not of 


the parts of Life but of the Whole, neither doth it 
propoſe unto it ſelfe any particular or ſubordinat 
end,but the laſt end of all,vz, etcrnall bleſſedneſſe, 
'which conſiſteth inan vnion with God, to which 
,end it is requiſite- that other Ends and our whole 
courſe of Lifeſhould be obedicnt, vnles peradvyen- 


[rure we would bcecarcfull of ourlife in ſome little 


—..——— — 
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| 


por- 


| 


| 


| 


' 
| 


| things full «© kGweity , but if the pious ſtudent | 


prophecies or figures,and not foundations of faith 
or of the nature of thoſethings which are neceſſa- 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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portions and pieces of it , but inthe wittie be yn- 
' thrifts,& ſoot many litles(as we thinke wiſely laid 


' together) one cntire folly ſhould bee made, and 


there would bee a good Lawyer,a gond Phyſirian, 
a good Senator,but a bad man. 
But the meanes which Divinitic doth vſe to at- 


zaine to this 1ſt End, which is our vnion with | 


God, namely Faith in Chriſt and the ſtudie of 


| 


good Workes are ſoapt, ſoccrtaine, ſo well know- | 
en , that no doubt is to bee made of them,vnlefle | 


wee would make a doubt of the promiſes of God | 


who is Truth himſclte. 


, 


Finally the knowledge of God (God himſelfe 


recording it)is ſo much to beeſteemed,that though 


to glory in other things is an extreame vanitie and | 
the firſt point of folly, in this onely God would | 
hauc us with a religious pride to glory in our , 


O 


' ſelues : For thus ſaith he in the ninth of Jeremy, 
| Let not the Wiſe mas glory in bis Waſedome, neither let 
the mighty man clory in bi might , let not a rich Man 


| elory in his riches,but let him that glorifieth,olory in this, 
that hee wnderſtanatth and knoweth mee, that 1 am the 


Lord who excerciſe Indgement and Righteouſne(ſe on the | 


| Earth... 


Now ſceing there may bee gathered from the | 


knowledge of God many and excellent fruits 


through the whoke courſe of our life,this is aboue | 


all the moſt principall, that we cannot maſter our 
, Corruptions , or ſtop our deſires in their Careere 
' with a ſtronger reyne than with the knowledge of 


' God ; For heethat knows God, knows him to bee 
a ſearcher 


| 
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aſcarcher of the ſecrets of the heatt, whole eyes 
' cannot bee curtain'd with the flattering clouds of 
lying or hypocrifie, to whom Accounts are to bee | 
 viven of every idle Word ; wherefore the holy 
Scripture did affigne thisthe Caulſe,otthe Wicked- 
 nefle of the ſonnes of Heli, they were wicked men, 
' the ſonnes of Behal not knowing the Lord, and 
' Hoſea the 4. Becanſe there s no knowled;e of God tn the 
Land , perjury , and Lying , and Stealing , and commit. 
' ting Adulterie hath broken forth, ard bloud toucherh | 
| blend , On the contrary from the knowledge of 
| God ariſe all examples of Vertues ; wich Eſay wit- | 
| nefſeth,Chap. 11.7 hey ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my | 
| holy mountaine , for the Earth ſhall bee full of the know. 
 (edgrof the Lord, And truly a holy Man who con- | 
 {iders alwaics, that God beholds him , will ſo liue | 
in private as in publicke, ſoin publicke as in the | 
'Tempie, fo in the Temple, as before the eyes | 
of God. who is his Iudge, his Maſter and his ta- | 
ther ; Neither doth Satan opzn a wider windoiy | 
vnto all kind of vice than by perſwading Men that | 
God looks not downe onthings ſo low ; For then | 
a dceepe fleepe overwhelmes the Conſcience, and 
the feare of the Tucge being taken off, the barres 
\are broken and Men dare doe any thing , running | 
headlong into all kind of Villanic, although re- 
ſtrain'd alittle by the power of the law or by the 
 feare of Infamy. 
Neither is the knowledge of God of little mo- 
| ment in chaſing from vs all reſtleſſe Cares, in 
| calming the troubles of our mind,and in filencing 
[ the | 
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che tongues of Murmurers; For hee that knowes 
| God, knowes all his workes to bee as full of Tuſtice 
as of providence, to complaine of whoſe provi- 
dence as it 13 vnrightcous, lo to oppoſe it, is not | 
, »nely vnprofitabie, but Rath and Dangerous ; And 
| hee who 1s allured that God {o workes that eyen 
| Cvills themſciucs doe turne to Good to thoſe that | 
feare him, doth {ccurc himſelfe in his care and 
| Loue. | 
The ſame knowledge of God is greatly profita- | 113. 
| ble inteaching vs to obſerue an honeſt and profita- | 
ble vie of carthly things, leſt by an vngratcfull | 
oblivion wee bury his blcſkngs,or abuſe them vnto | 
' Riot or to luſt, or reſemble the beafts that drinke 
of the River never thinking of the fountaine trom 
whence thoſe waters flow ; For hee who knowes | 
| God, knowes him to bcethe Author of all Good | 
' things , and in that title doth pay homage to him, | 
' and 15 induſtriouſly _ leſt thoſe things which | 
, God hath given vnto yſe and matter of thank(pi- | 
 ving, be corrupted by ingratitade or abule. 
| What ſhall I ſay more, ſeeing, without the 
' knowledge of God it is impoſſible for vs to know | 
| onr ſelues, for then the bubbles of our Pride ſinke | 
' downe,, and our plumes doe fall, when wee looke 
on God, For as long, as a Man lookes on himlſclfe 
or compares himl(clfe with inferiour things, hce | 
takes himſelfe to bee a creature of ſome reckoning, 
|and applaudes the humour, overcome with a vaine | 
|and flattering opinion of his ſtrength or Wiſe 
{ dome; But whe he preſents himſelfe beforerhe tri-, 
\ K —  bunall* 
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bunall ſeateof God , hee is preſently touch'd with 
an apprehenſion of his weakeneſle, and his natura]] 
pollutions and dcformities prelent themſelucs be. 
| fore him, and is invironed with ſo great a Light, | 
| that he is inforced to confeſle thatthe Light of his 
Vnderſtanding is but viter darkeneſle, In the ſame 
| manner, they that onely behold the things which 
are before their feete, belecue their ſight is good. 
and cleere enough , but the ſame Men when they | 
behold the Sunne, haue ſtrait their eyes ſo blinded | 
| that they are comp:lled 10 confelle, that tae ſharp- | 
| eſt diſcretion of their eyc is both darke and dull, | 
| when it turnes it ſelfe vnto heavenly things, 
| 15. Secing then fo great 1s the excllence of this , 
| divine knowledge, andthe fruit thereof fo abun: | 
| dant that it may bce extended into every partand | 
| portion of our life: I cannot but here lament the 
| condition of humane vnderſtanding which intri. 
fing things doth cxpreſſe a moſt (ub:le and inge- 
nious Induſtry, but inthe knowledge of God alone. | 
doth languiſh in a drowhefloth ; For how Rare is 
hee that diſtegardeth; not theſe ſacred ſtudies to 
| addict himſelfe roi things that tend to the adyan- 
rage Ei ther of publcke or private dignity £ How 
many beate their braines in curing the bodies and 
$kinnes of others , who within their owne, have 
| Dropfice humours « How many ltt in the ſeate of | 
ludgement to decide the Differences of others, | 
| which are themſclues ar diſcord with God, ang 
' con(ider not that he muſt iudge them? H ow many | 
are expert inthe Account of Numbers and Lines, | 
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—_— —_ ———— —— —— —— » w__— 
——_ —_ —— — _ _—  — - 


——_—_— 


= 
i, 


w— — —— —_— 


I__n_ ” ROO OCR OO ONO CC 


H——_— 


| ——— — Cc . ——_— — — _ __ —— ————- - - 


whoſe owne lives are Irregular as bcing altogether 
without the knowledge of God 9 So ſtrange be- 
tides is the ga;be and Condition of humanethings, 
that we preferre delights even aboue neceſſities; So 
the Confetmaker 15 valued aboue the hu:band 
man, and wee thinke the embroidercr to bee a 
more Subſtantiall fellow then the Taylor, And 
commonly thoſe ſtudies are more eſteemed that 
, make. for gaine, then thoſe that inſtill into our 
| minds the clements of divine Wiſedome ; It falls 
| out with theſe, what C4r//#tle reports, to haue be- 
| falne the ſuiters of Penelope, who becauſe they could 
| not obtaine the: Miſtreſſ2, enjoy'd their deſires 
| with her Maides ; For the Arts arethe handmaids 
| of divine Wiſedome neither doe they deſerue a 
placc in the Ranke of honeſt diciplines if they pro- 
| feſſe not themſclues to bee attendants on it, theſe 
are thoſe handmaids which the Divine Wiſedome 
ſendeth forth , as it is recorded in the ninth of the 


F3 j 
Proverbs. | 


, 
F 
: 
: 


Peradyenture ſome peremptory puny will heere 
| ſtep forth and to depreſſe Divinitie beneath other 
| Sciences, will alleadge that it 1s ſubordinate unto | 
| them, andrthat it borrows of them many things, as| 
' Ornament from Rhetorick , Acutenefle from Lo- 
 gick, the knowledge of the chicte principles from 
the Metaphyſicks,the nature and helpes of vertues| 
| from the Ethicks, and that the Student in Divini- 
' rie,after hee hath received the headed ſpeares from 
Divinitic, doth hurle them with greater force and 


certainety with the armesof Philoſophy ; Finally, 
K 2 chat] 
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Of the Knavledge 


| that Divinitie ſhould bce vnarmed and unnerved, | 
ſhould it be deftirute of the helpe of the Arts. 


Bur they who breath forth theſe empty noiſes, 


| doe not diſtinguiſh Divinitie from the Divine, that 
| is the Science from the Man ; As when rhe Phi- 


fician profeſſeth the Art of Phificke onely for | 


oainc, this is not the end of the Art but of the 


| Man; The Divine indeede every where doth 
; ſearch and colle& together, the aides and orna- 
men's of El»quence , but Divinitie doth not 


therevpon incicale either in excellence or Abun- 
dance, for it ſubfileth of it ſe'te and needeth not 
the aide of any, Neither hauc thoſe Coryphez in 
Divinitie, the Prophets and Apoſtles begg'd theſe 


ornaments; their Simplicity being more powerfull 
than all Eloquence, and their Majeſtic of greater 
| vertue than all, acutencfſe of Logick or Philoſo- 
| phy ; As the chaſt Matron is moſt adorned,that 
| hath on no ornaments at all, leaving to the ynchaſt 
| or the vnbeautiful, their falſe and artificiall dreſſes, 
| 

| 


| m— 


and borrowed Complexions ; What if the Iudgc 
doth {ell his purple, or the mercenary Lawyer thc 

| braver hee is cloath'd, doth eſteeme his tongue at 
| the deerer rate, muſt the Taylor therefore advance 
his ncedle aboue the law £ One Science is ſubor- 
dinate vnto another, when it borroweth it's 
principles from it, os, when the Conclufions in the 

| ſuperiour Science , are made the principles of the 
inferiour , ſo the Opricks are ſubordinate to Geo- 
metry , and Muficke to Arithmetick ; Or when 
the End of one Art is ſubordinate to the End of 

: another , 
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another, So the Art of making bridles, is ſubor- : 
| din'd to the Art of Horſfe-manthippe , and that | 


| Art is ſubordinate ro Military Diſcipline ; But no | 


{uch thing is to bee found in Divinity. | 


CE —— 


But if the Divine doth gather ſome of the more | 118. 


grauc and morall ſentences our of the writings of; 
the Philoſophers, hee doth not that for want or for | 
necefſitie, but to ſer a bluſh on Chriſtians cheekes, | 
who by their prophane life diſhonour their moſt | 

holy profeſſion, that {0 they who will nor heare 

| God, may heare Men,cndued only with the light of 
Reaion, and by their teſtimonies and accuſations 
may bee as well convinced as aſhamed, 

But neither doe wee graunt that the Divine takes 
theſe things from the Philoſopher either by intrea- 
ty or by loane, feeing he doth rather force them 
trom him as from an vnlawfall owner, for whatlſoc- | 
i er {parks thereare of Religion in the whole world, 

they oughr to bee brought to the Altar of God, | 
| and whatſocver inſtructions there are that Con- | 
' cerne true vertue, they appertaine to his Temple, 
' no otherwiſe then the veflels of Gold and Silver, | 
| taken from the ZAgyprians in pretence of Loane 
| were converted after to the building of the Taber- | 
| naclc. - | 


{with wind and oares , and to arrive to this 
knowledge let vs plough the Deecpes of this 
preſent World , with ſweating induſtry ; For if | 
the Philologer when trom the Rubbiſh of Anti- 


quitie, hee. finds out words hoary with Age and 
K 3 covered 
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| Hither therefore being bound let vs labour | 139- 1 
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covercd with duſt , or when heexpoundeth ſupee- | 
; annuated Cuſtomes-adqut meatcs or habits , bee. 
heard with great/attention and-applaule,what ea; cs. 
! 1nd Attention ſhould wee lend to them, who vi. 
told things more Ancient than heaven it ſelfe, and. 
declare the Wiſedome of the Ancicat oft Daycs, 
drawen not from the defetiue Ciſterne of the! 
' Critick , but from the vnfaddomd deepes of the 
Oracles of God 2 If the Lawyer bee heard plea- 
ding of caue-droppings, of tenements, or of 
Wills, how, with more purged eares ſhould the 
| Divine, not diſcourſing of drops of waters, but of 
the fountaine of Life it ſelfe,not of the tenure of 
houſes, but of the liberty of rhe Spirit, not of the 
teſtament of dying men, but of the Will of the 
living God Y 
| Labourafter this then, you that haue all ade-. 
(iretobee good, and that you may attaine to the | 
true knowledge of God, endeavour that no ill 
aftetion may corrupt,or wanton ſattneſle may de- 
oenerate your reſvlutions ; for it the Heathens 
deferred long , and kept at the doore thoſe that 
were to be inſtructed in the ſervice of holy things, | 
if they were not admitted into Ceres Temple, but 
after many ſighs and tedious preparations by often 
' purifyings ; what manner of man ought he tobe, 
| whom God admits into the Chancell of his moſt 
ſacred diſcipline? And if Arifotle in the firft of his 
Erhicks, and the 3. Chap, would haue his hearer | 
re civill ſciences, to be neither ec#y nv ian/ey, nei. 
ther reap» # 3905, young in age or mannets, how | 
much 


— 
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| much more requiſite is it, that all yourhtull heates | 
' ſhould be cooled in him , who is to addrefle him- | 
ſ.lfe to that Scicace , to which all other ſciences | 
are but ſervants 7 | 
Neverthelefſe wee muſt take heed , leſt while 
200 inuch wee employ our ſelues in this ſtudy we 
offend God by our ſ{:dulity ; which comes to | 
paſſe, when not content with what belongs unto | 
ſalvation , wee labour in things unneceſſary , | 
and by a prophane curiofitie ſearch after thoſe. 
things which excced the compaſle of our under. 
tan'ing or ſobricty : For as heretofore whenthe | 
7.aw was publiſhed , there were bounds ſet round 
aboutthe Mcuntaine, which it was death to breake 
thorow, ſo there are ccrtaine bounds ſet round the | 
dorine of the Goſpell, which it is facriledge to 
tranſgrefle : A rcligious ignorance is better 
then a curious knowledge ; and as the fire giucth | 
light to thoſe that arca farre off, warmeth thoſe | 
that arc ncercr an d in a reaſonable diſtance, bur | 
conſumeth thoſe thar approach ſo neere to touch | 
it; So God 1I!uſftrates all with ſome light, yea 
eventhe moſt removed from ſalvation ,- but thoſe 
that arc admitted neerer, he warmes them with his 
loue, and infpires them with his Spirit , but who 
witha wilfull curiofitic intrude themſelues, and 
evendarc invade him,he overcomes and deſtroyes 
them with amazements, ho ſeeketh after Majeſtic 
{hall bee conſarned with the glory of it, This corrup- | 
tion beganne in Adam , affeRing that knowledge 
of Good and Evill which onely appertaineth o_ 
- 8 Go 
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 covercd with duſt , or when heexpoundeth fupce- | 


 annuared Cuſtomes about meates or habits , bee, 
| heard with great attention and-applauſe,what ea: cs | 
| and Attention ſhould wee lend to them, who vn- 
told things more Ancient than heaven it (elfe, and 
declare the Wiſedome of the Ancient of Daycs, 
drawen not from the defeiue Ciſterne of the. 
| Critick , but from the vnfaddomd deepes of the 
Oracles of God 2 If the Lawyer bee heard plea- 
ding of ceaue-droppings, of tenements, or of 
Wills, how, with more purged eares ſhould the 
| Divine, notdiſcourſing of drops of waters, but of 
the fountaine of Life it ſelfe,not of the tenure of 
houſes, but of the liberty of rhe Spirit, not of the 
rettamene of dying men, but of the Will of the 
living God ? 
 Labourafter this then, you that haue all ade- 
ſiretobee good, and that you may arttaine to the | 
true knowledge of God, endeavour that no ill | 
affetion may corrupt, or wanton ſaftnefſe may de- | 
oenerate your reſvlutions ; for it the hens | 
deferred long , and kept at the doore thole that 
were to be inſtructed in the ſervice of holy things, | 
if they were not admitted into Ceres Temple, bur | 
after many ſighs and tedious preparations by often 
| purifyings ; what manner of man ought he to be, 
| whom God admits into the Chancell of his moft | 
ſacred diſciplines And if Ariſtotle in the firſt of his 
Ethicks, and the 3. Chap, would haue his hearer | 
of civill ſciences, to be neither nc#y 79 jan/ey, nei. 
ther »$«g2y 7 a9o5, young in age or manners, how | 
much 
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much more requiſite is it, that all youthful heates | 
' ſhould be cooled in him , who is to addrefle him- | 
ſ-lfe to that Scicace , to which all other ſciences | 
are but ſervants 2 | 
Neveitheleſſe wee muſt take heed ; leſt while 
t00 inuch wee employ our {clues in this ſtady we 
offend God by our ſ:dulity ; which comes to 
paſſe, when not content with what belongs unto 
ſalvation , wee labour in things unneceſſary Y 
and by a 'prophanc curtofitie ſearch after thoſe 
things which exceed the compaſſe of our under. | 
(tan {ing or ſfobricty : For as heretofore when the | 
1.avw was publiſhed , there were bounds ſet round 
abcutthe Mountaine, which it was death to breake 
thorow, ſo there are ccrtaine bounds ſet round the | 
dottrine of the Goſpell, which it is facriledge to 
tranſgreſle : A rcligious ignorance 1s better 
then a curious knowledge ; and as the fire otncth. 
light to thoſe that arc a farte off, warmerh thoſe | 
that arencercr an d in a reaſonable diſtance, bur 
con thoſe that approach ſo neere to rouch | 
. So God illuſtrates all with ſome light , yea | 
_ moſt removed trom ſalvation ,- but thoſe | 
that are admitted neerer, he warmes them with his 
louc, and infpires them with his Spirit , but who 
with a wilfull curioſitic intrude themſelues, and 
evendare invade him,he overcomes and deſtroyes 
them with amazements, Who ſeeketh after Majeftic 
ſhall bee conſumed with the tory of i##, This corrup- 
tion beganne in Adam , affeting that knowledge 
of Good and Evill which onely appertaineth unto 
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God; wherefore as in the cating of the Paſchall 
Lambe , the litzelites were ro feed onely onthe 
Aeth and not to meddle with the bones ; {0 | in the 
 doQrine which inſtructs us 1n thc now £c2eC of 
| God, wee mu labour after thoſe lo 25 whic!: 


| | ſerue forthe nouriſhment of our ſoule,and abitainc 
' from thoſe which by their hardneſſe would breake 
q our teeth, and turne the edge of our underftanding : 


then onely 1 in the knowledge of God ſhall we 
obſerve a meane betwixt an affected negli- 
genceand a ſawcie curiolitic, when we 
ſhall referre all our knowledge 
and meditation to plcty 
and manners,and to 
thelouc of 
God, 
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Le Sr de la Primaudaye en ſes Quatrains, 


L' ewvre excellent des cieux, + 1 emtour,e le ſpace, 
Rengent leur Architette Anat 2 4 OKs YEurx - 
M4# ſa drvine loy reſtaurant Dame ey mitux, 
L'eſlene ſur ce tout por Voire Dien face a face. 


The glorious Vault, and fabricke of the skies, 
Preſents their wondrous Maker to all eycs : 
Whole Law divine, reſtoring ſoules by grace 
Mounts them ore all, to ſee H 1 M face to face. 
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| 1 W-. oN'Y 
FREE CHOVICEST 
SENTENCES TAKEN 


out of this preſent treatilc 


of the knowledge of 
GoD. | 


[n the colleftion onely whereof I have followed the! 
Copy of ANonnſiewr Derelizcourt Miniſter of the. 
Hague, which if they be thought either too redious; 
or impertinent, it ſhall be ſome proreCtion to me,thar | 
I had fo reverend an Example. | 


RL 'T H tu ſo affetted ts the Mind a> Lign:, 
wntos the Ee. Sect. 3. | 
T he tre knowledge of Goa 15 the moſt abſo-\ 
lute perfelion of the mind. Set. 4. 
T hat m all Men ts inherent 41 apprehenſi on of | 
a God gt 8 manifeſt by experience and the teſtimony of all, 
Ages,among ſt whom there 1 nons ſowild or barbar os | 
that hath not recerved [ome forme of Rely ton, and that | 
eſtablifhed nnder moſt grievous penalties, for this 15 10 
written but a natine Law, to which we are not taught, 
but made not inftra#ead by precepts but by the principles 
of Nature. Seft.7. 
From nothing ro ſomething i4 a1 nfinsre drſproportios, Sect, 
| 24. 
As T beames of Light diſperſed over all the World, de 
flow from one beginning, namely the Sunne, and as num- 
| bers proceed all from V nity, and sn the B ay of Man, 4s | 
| all the Arteries and Vuall Faculti:s proceed from one | 
| 
| 


_ . 
. 
z 


heart , ſo every Bring doth depend and 11 (uſtayned by | 
owe chief and Sovergigne Being. SeR. 24s | 
| L Gody 
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val allo, 4s the Apoſtle witn'ſſeth to the Hebrewes, aJ- 
ing, That God is for whom and by whom al] things 
are. Sect, 25. 


Efficient Cauſe 1s moved by it, Ibid, 

Aﬀoſt true ws that of Ariſtotle » 275 /econd booke de Gen, 
Cap. to. that the perpetual aurance and continuance of 
things ougbt to bee umpntea to the Simpl» and daily Mo. 
tion of the Sunne from the Eaſt mto the Weſt ; bur that 
Generation and Corruption doth arse from the oblique 
conr/e of the Swnne and planets through the Zodaick, 
whyles aecording to their ſituation they change ther Aſ. 
pects , and by their acceſſe neexer to 11,07 receſſe farther 
from wa, the Aﬀettions, aud the Y nalwes of the thing: 
aoe differ, SeA.28 | 

A; the Eſſence of God cannot be expreſt by words,ſ5 ut can- 
"er be conceived by the Vnder ftayaing, for 4 thing infinite 
cannot be comprehended by a thing finze, and the tmacce(- 
fible light of God doth dale the wnder ftanding, Set. 39, 

From the diminution of the knowledge of God wonld ariſe a 
diminution of his loue, and by the ſame contemp+ wheye- 
b y the knowledge of the divine Nature 14 neglefiea, the 
knowledge alſo of the divine Will wonld bee defpiſes, 
Sect. 42. 


| he life of a Wiſe man uu nothing eiſe but a Returne to God, 


| Set. 43, 

| The Maker of time 14 before time, and above it, neither i; 

| bi duration meaſured by it ; for ns the infiuiteneſſe of 

| GCGoddoth not onely confift in this, that hee 14 not cirgums- 
| ſcrib dby limites, but moſt eſpetially in this, that hee 
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G oy is _ onely the efficient Cauſe of all things but the + 
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| 


The End 1s alwayes t1e formoſt inthe Intention, and the 


L, 


'  and%the way to God t6by the ftnay of Piety and Inftice, 


\ all in every p{aze ; ſo he eternity likewiſe conſiſts not in 
thy onely that he u without beginning and without exa, 
1 | but rather in thy, that hw life 14 not a motronary conrſe, 
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| but a perpetuall reſt, and in which there us no (ſucceſſion of 
parts, Sect. 56. | 
eA.: 10 a man ſitting 0n the banke of a Razer, only that wa- | 
tex is proſeut which 18 obſerved by him tn that w/tant | 
70n0nt, and poynt of time, but that part of the Raver 1 
not preſented to hu eyes which u not yet come to him, or 
but now gone from him;yet the ſame man,were he exalted ' 
1:10 the wpper region of the azre, might behold the Whole | 
Kiver, and at one aſpect ob/erve both the fountaine and 
the ceruſes of us ; [0 by theeye of God, who ws obove time, 
together,and in one moment uu 0b/erved the whole fuuxof | 
tranſitory things ,nes ther in him u6 there adaution or (ub- | | 
trattion, becauſe all things are preſent with him, Se. 6. j 
T hoſe perfettions which are arverſe and ſcattered wn the 
 ereathres, 18 God are one ard the ſame perfeftion,Se.s 7, 
God waking the body of man of earth,did conforme hi mid 
ts humiluy, anda A relsgionus lowlinefſe, by remembring 
; himof hu deſcent and 1gnoble parentage, Se, 67, | 
T he happineſſe of men 1 not tobe eſteemed by the preſent | 
conaution of things, but by the Coun/aile of God, and liſt 
event of all things, SeR. 71. 
It wneceſſary in the buſinefſe of ſalvation to have God onr | 
| leader,and to make hit word our rule, Sect. 74. | 
| Becauſe that man did fall by believing the words of the De- | 
vill,it was furing that man ſhould be rayſed from bu fall: 
| bybelieving the Words of Ged : for it was requiſite that | 
| contrary Evills ſhould bee cured by contrary 1\ emecates, , 
vet, 79. | 
The Scripture teacheth that Man being firſt ereated to the | 
image of God, indued with holineſſe and righteouſneſſe, | 
revolted frgm God by his owne conſent, and the ſugge- 
flion of the Devill, whereupon ſinne came 1nto the world, | 
and by finne death and malediftion,norwithſtanding the ;-| 
mage of God 11 1n0t ſo deformed in man,that there remains | 
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\ Drum, and ſome « gY Ames es of Honeſty and cwill tu lu! 
ſtice. Sec. gs. 

Though God inhabits light which cannot be attmwed to, yer 
1nſomemanner he hath made him{elfe vifible 11 hu Son 
who 1s the image of the inviſible God, and God with 1's 


b, 


J 


way, he ſhall find him a Inad';e and net & Father, and ihe 
wore he haſts, the more he erre 
a certarne ruine, Sect, 99, 

| Phyft mfictans dee rather ſt:iÞett then [es the irward affettions | 


and heaalorg falls 1 '2t0 


of ten Crmes FOPgjjc, that 1n prefence of CHYST'S the diſea. 


| ſed, officiou ey kill them, Sch. 1cg, 


A: there are may be gathered many and excellent fr - "2 


the knowledge of God ; (0 _ 7 we all the moſt princs- 
pall,thas we cannot brid le i: 2 ices, or flop our deſires 


in their carecyenitha lf "ranger retn,then w ith the know Y 


| 

| 

| 

| leageof God; for he that knowes G al knowes him tobee 

aſcarcher i into the ſecrets of the heart, whoſe eyes cannot 

| be cartaind with the fiatrering Clouds of lying 97 hypocrs- 

ſy, ts whom accounts AYe to he I VEN of e: er b :ale word. 

| Sec. n11. 

T o complaine of Gods pro widence, as oP 15 1 tohteons, {0 
to oppoſe againſt 14 raſh and dangerous, SefR. 112. 

| | Without the Conkede of Godt 15 1apeſſible for 14 to know 

| our ſelves ; for then the bubbles of our pride ſinke downe, 

and our plumes doe fall when we looke on God, Se. 114. 


betwixt an affetted negligence and a ſawcy curioſut ty ,when 


we ſhall referre all our knowledge and medstation to piety, 
and manners, and to the love of God, 


—  . -_- -—- —_— 


The End, 


| It the Bodies, and the canſes of Diſeaſes, and  hereupon ut | 


| 


| 


whoſoever ſhall endeavonr to com? to Gd by auy corner | 


| 
| 


| 
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' Thex only in the knowledge of God ſhall we obſerve a meanc | 


-— 


i» 


— _ - a> OR 


SOOIITe" A... th. om 
— — 


Drvinty, and ſome graines of Honeſty and civil 1u- 
ſtise, Sec. gs. 

Though God inhabits light which canzot be attawved to, yer 
1nſomemanner he hath made him{elfe vifible 11 hu Son 
who 1s the image of the inviſible God, and God with 115, | 
whoſoever ſhall endeavonr to cem? to Gid by any Otmer | 

| way, he ſhall find him a Inde and not 4 Father, andthe. 

wore he haſts, the more he erres, and headlorg falls into 
a certaineruine, Set. 99. 

| Phyfic tins doe rather ſei eff then [es the 1ward affethons | 

of the Bodies, and the cariſes of Diſeaſes, ana hereupon it | 

often crmes to paſſe, that in pretence of curing the diſca. | 
| ſed, officiouſly they tal! them, Set. 1cg, 

A: there are may be gathered many and excellent fruits from 
the krowlea ge of God ; {0 this 14 above all the moſt prives- | 
pail,thai we cannnt bridle i; our vices, or ſtop our deſires | 
in their carecyenttha [ironger reingthen with the know- 
leage of God ; fer he tht kaowes God, knowes him to bee 
a ſearcher into the ſecrets of the heart, whoſe eyes cannot 
be cartaind with the flattering clouds of lying or hypocrs- 
[y, te whomaccounts are to be given of every idle word, 

SECT. Bit. | | 

To complaine of Gods providence, as ut 1511mrighteous, (0 

to oppoſe againſt 11 raſh and dangerous, Se. 112. 

' Without the knowledge of Godt 15 1mapsfſible for 1 to know 

| our ſelves; for then the bubbles of our pride ſinke downe, 

| andour plumes doe fall when we looke on God. Se. 114. 
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' Then only in the knowledge of God ſball we obſerve a meane 
betwixt an affe ted negligence and a ({ awcy cnrioſuty,when 
| 


_— 


we ſhall referre all our knowledge and medutation to piety, 
and manners, and to the love of God, | 


The End, 


